
1 

 

Fulness of the Gospel 
Article by Robert Fillerup modified by  

Richard Holmes 
 
As Church members, we commonly believe that the “Fulness of the gospel” constitutes all of the 
ordinances, scriptures, programs and just all the “church” in general, or “the laws of the Celestial 
Kingdom…” 
 
However, the Savior has consistently defined the “Fulness of the Gospel” differently.  In D&C 39:11, 
the Lord says: … 
 

”the fulness of my gospel, which I have sent forth in these last days, the covenant which I 
have sent forth to recover My people, which are of the house of Israel.” 

 
Here we see the Lord defines the fulness of the gospel as His covenant to recover His people, 
which are of the House of Israel. 
 
The fulness of the gospel is also equated with a covenant, or the “everlasting covenant” in D&C 
133:57 and 66:2. 
 

D&C 133 
 57 And for this cause, that men might be made partakers of the glories which were to be 
revealed, the Lord sent forth the fulness of his gospel, his everlasting covenant, reasoning in 
plainness and simplicity--  
 
D&C 66 
 2 Verily I say unto you, blessed are you for receiving mine everlasting covenant, even the 
fulness of my gospel, sent forth unto the children of men, that they might have life and be 
made partakers of the glories which are to be revealed in the last days, as it was written by 
the prophets and apostles in days of old.  
 

Once one understands that the fulness of the gospel is a covenant to recover “his” people, then the 
statements about the Book of Mormon containing the fulness of the gospel suddenly make sense. 
 

Joseph Smith History: 34  He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, 
giving an account of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence 
they sprang. He also said that the fulness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in it, as 
delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants;  
 
D&C 20:8-9   And gave him power from on high, by the means which were before prepared, 
to translate the Book of Mormon;  Which contains a record of a fallen people, and the fulness 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles and to the Jews also;  
 
D&C 27:5 5  Behold, this is wisdom in me; wherefore, marvel not, for the hour cometh that I 
will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth, and with Moroni, whom I have sent unto 
you to reveal the Book of Mormon, containing the fulness of my everlasting gospel, to whom I 
have committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim;  
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D&C 35:12-17    
 12 And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the fulness of 
my gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation.  
13 Wherefore, I call upon the weak things of the world, those who are unlearned and 
despised, to thrash the nations by the power of my Spirit;  
14 And their arm shall be my arm, and I will be their shield and their buckler; and I will gird up 
their loins, and they shall fight manfully for me; and their enemies shall be under their feet; 
and I will let fall the sword in their behalf, and by the fire of mine indignation will I preserve 
them.  
15 And the poor and the meek shall have the gospel preached unto them, and they shall be 
looking forth for the time of my coming, for it is nigh at hand--  
16 And they shall learn the parable of the fig-tree, for even now already summer is nigh.  
17 And I have sent forth the fulness of my gospel by the hand of my servant Joseph; and in 
weakness have I blessed him;  
 
D&C 42:12 12 And again, the elders, priests and teachers of this church shall teach the 
principles of my gospel, which are in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, in the which is the 
fulness of the gospel.  
 

Turning to the Book of Mormon, we first encounter the term “fulness of the gospel” in 1 Nephi 10:14.  
Read 1 Nephi 10:12-14 very carefully. 
 

 12 Yea, even my father spake much concerning the Gentiles, and also concerning the 
house of Israel, that they should be compared like unto an olive-tree, whose branches should 
be broken off and should be scattered upon all the face of the earth. 
 13 Wherefore, he said it must needs be that we should be led with one accord into the land 
of promise, unto the fulfilling of the word of the Lord, that we should be scattered upon all the 
face of the earth. 
 14 And after the house of Israel should be scattered they should be gathered together again; 
or, in fine, after the Gentiles had received the fulness of the Gospel, the natural branches of 
the olive-tree, or the remnants of the house of Israel, should be grafted in, or come to the 
knowledge of the true Messiah, their Lord and their Redeemer.  

 
These verses provide the whole key as to why it was necessary for Joseph to restore the Book of 
Mormon before he organized the church, in other words, the fulness had to first come to the Gentiles 
and then to the covenant people.   See also 1 Nephi 15:13-18 and 3 Nephi 16:4-12. 
 

1 Nephi 15 
  13 And now, the thing which our father meaneth concerning the grafting in of the natural 
branches through the fulness of the Gentiles, is, that in the latter days, when our seed shall 
have dwindled in unbelief, yea, for the space of many years, and many generations after the 
Messiah shall be manifested in body unto the children of men, then shall the fulness of the 
gospel of the Messiah come unto the Gentiles, and from the Gentiles unto the remnant of our 
seed-- 
 14 And at that day shall the remnant of our seed know that they are of the house of Israel, 
and that they are the covenant people of the Lord; and then shall they know and come to the 
knowledge of their forefathers, and also to the knowledge of the gospel of their Redeemer, 
which was ministered unto their fathers by him; wherefore, they shall come to the knowledge 
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of their Redeemer and the very points of his doctrine, that they may know how to come unto 
him and be saved. 
  15 And then at that day will they not rejoice and give praise unto their everlasting God, their 
rock and their salvation? Yea, at that day, will they not receive the strength and nourishment 
from the true vine? Yea, will they not come unto the true fold of God? 
 16 Behold, I say unto you, Yea; they shall be remembered again among the house of Israel; 
they shall be grafted in, being a natural branch of the olive-tree, into the true olive-tree. 
 17 And this is what our father meaneth; and he meaneth that it will not come to pass until 
after they are scattered by the Gentiles; and he meaneth that it shall come by way of the 
Gentiles, that the Lord may show his power unto the Gentiles, for the very cause that he shall 
be rejected of the Jews, or of the house of Israel. 
 18 Wherefore, our father hath not spoken of our seed alone, but also of all the house of 
Israel, pointing to the covenant which should be fulfilled in the latter days; which covenant the 
Lord made to our father Abraham, saying: In thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be 
blessed.  
 
3 Nephi 16 
  4 And I command you that ye shall write these sayings after I am gone, that if it so be that 
my people at Jerusalem, they who have seen me and been with me in my ministry, do not 
ask the Father in my name, that they may receive a knowledge of you by the Holy Ghost, and 
also of the other tribes whom they know not of, that these sayings which ye shall write shall 
be kept and shall be manifested unto the Gentiles, that through the fulness of the Gentiles, 
the remnant of their seed, who shall be scattered forth upon the face of the earth because of 
their unbelief, may be brought in, or may be brought to a knowledge of me, their Redeemer. 
  5 And then will I gather them in from the four quarters of the earth; and then will I fulfill the 
covenant which the Father hath made unto all the people of the house of Israel. 
  6 And blessed are the Gentiles, because of their belief in me, in and of the Holy Ghost, 
which witnesses unto them of me and of the Father. 
  7 Behold, because of their belief in me, saith the Father, and because of the unbelief of 
you, O house of Israel, in the latter day shall the truth come unto the Gentiles, that the 
fulness of these things shall be made known unto them. 
  8 But wo, saith the Father, unto the unbelieving of the Gentiles--for notwithstanding they 
have come forth upon the face of this land, and have scattered my people who are of the 
house of Israel; and my people who are of the house of Israel have been cast out from 
among them, and have been trodden under feet by them; 
  9 And because of the mercies of the Father unto the Gentiles, and also the judgments of 
the Father upon my people who are of the house of Israel, verily, verily, I say unto you, that 
after all this, and I have caused my people who are of the house of Israel to be smitten, and 
to be afflicted, and to be slain, and to be cast out from among them, and to become hated by 
them, and to become a hiss and a byword among them- 
 10 And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: At that day when the 
Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, and shall be 
lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole 
earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all 
manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret 
abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, 
behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fulness of my gospel from among them.  
 11 And then will I remember my covenant which I have made unto my people, O house of 
Israel, and I will bring my gospel unto them. 
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 12 And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over 
you; but I will remember my covenant unto you, O house of Israel, and ye shall come unto 
the knowledge of the fulness of my gospel.  

 
Therefore, what is it the Gentiles will reject when they reject the “fulness of the gospel?”  
They will reject the idea that there will be a latter-day shift rejecting the Gentiles, and restoring 
the Everlasting Covenant to the covenant people of the Lord, or “his people”. 
 
And who is this people?  Well, that is one main purpose of the Book of Mormon!  To tell us who some 
of these people are.  That is why we had to have the Book of Mormon before the church could be 
organized.  It is precisely this special group of people spoken of in the Book of Mormon, called the 
“remnant of Jacob” [not Lamanites!] that are part of the Lord’s people. 
 
The Lord consistently addresses them as “my people” throughout 3 Nephi.  The only time, save a 
couple of exceptions, in the D&C when the Lord addressed anyone as “my people” it is also them.   
They are not Lamanites, but are a separate group, descendants of Jacob and Joseph, the sons of 
Lehi. These descendants of Jacob and Joseph, with other remnants of Jacob, will build the New 
Jerusalem-- assisted by some of the Gentiles-- 3 Nephi 21:22-23.  
 

  22 But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will 
establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be 
numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their 
inheritance; 
  23 And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house 
of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem.  

 
The concept that we as Gentiles must be numbered among the “remnant of Jacob”, or the seed of 
Lehi, is set forth in 1 Nephi 14:1-2, 2 Nephi 10:1,18-19. 
 

1 Nephi 14 
 1 And it shall come to pass, that if the Gentiles shall hearken unto the Lamb of God in that 
day that he shall manifest himself unto them in word, and also in power, in very deed, unto 
the taking away of their stumbling blocks-- 
 2 And harden not their hearts against the Lamb of God, they shall be numbered among the 
seed of thy father; yea, they shall be numbered among the house of Israel; and they shall be 
a blessed people upon the promised land forever; they shall be no more brought down into 
captivity; and the house of Israel shall no more be confounded.  
 
2 Nephi 10 
 1 And now I, Jacob, speak unto you again, my beloved brethren, concerning this righteous 
branch of which I have spoken.  …. 
 18 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, thus saith our God: I will afflict thy seed by the hand of 
the Gentiles; nevertheless, I will soften the hearts of the Gentiles, that they shall be like unto 
a father to them; wherefore, the Gentiles shall be blessed and numbered among the house 
of Israel. 
 19 Wherefore, I will consecrate this land unto thy seed, and them who shall be numbered 
among thy seed, forever, for the land of their inheritance; for it is a choice land, saith God 
unto me, above all other lands, wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon that they shall 
worship me, saith God.  
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Note in verse 19 to whom the Lord is speaking!  See verse 1. 
 
Here is a scripture to show that the LDS church are the Gentiles as far as the Book of Mormon is 
concerned.  D&C 109:60-67, particularly verses 60 and 65.   
 

D&C 109 
  60 Now these words, O Lord, we have spoken before thee, concerning the revelations and 
commandments which thou hast given unto us, who are identified with the Gentiles.  
  61 But thou knowest that thou hast a great love for the children of Jacob, who have been 
scattered upon the mountains for a long time, in a cloudy and dark day.  
  62 We therefore ask thee to have mercy upon the children of Jacob, that Jerusalem, from 
this hour, may begin to be redeemed;  
  63 And the yoke of bondage may begin to be broken off from the house of David;  
  64 And the children of Judah may begin to return to the lands which thou didst give to 
Abraham, their father.  
  65 And cause that the remnants of Jacob, who have been cursed and smitten because of 
their transgression, be converted from their wild and savage condition to the fulness of the 
everlasting gospel;  
  66 That they may lay down their weapons of bloodshed, and cease their rebellions.  
  67 And may all the scattered remnants of Israel, who have been driven to the ends of the 
earth, come to a knowledge of the truth, believe in the Messiah, and be redeemed from 
oppression, and rejoice before thee.  
 

The key people that figure in the events of the latter-days are the “remnant” seed of Lehi -- 1 Nephi 
13:34-- and we must be numbered with them. 
 

  34 And it came to pass that the angel of the Lord spake unto me, saying: Behold, saith the 
Lamb of God, after I have visited the remnant of the house of Israel--and this remnant of 
whom I speak is the seed of thy father--wherefore, after I have visited them in judgment, and 
smitten them by the hand of the Gentiles, and after the Gentiles do stumble exceedingly, 
because of the most plain and precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb which have been 
kept back by that abominable church, which is the mother of harlots, saith the Lamb--I will be 
merciful unto the Gentiles in that day, insomuch that I will bring forth unto them, in mine own 
power, much of my gospel, which shall be plain and precious, saith the Lamb.  

 
How do we do this?  By the ordinances of baptism and then baptism by fire and the Holy Ghost.  
 

D&C 20 
  41 And to confirm those who are baptized into the church, by the laying on of hands for the 
baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the scriptures;  
 
D&C 39 
  6 And this is my gospel -- repentance and baptism by water, and then cometh the baptism 
of fire and the Holy Ghost, even the Comforter, which showeth all things, and teacheth the 
peaceable things of the kingdom.  
 
Moroni 6 
  4 And after they had been received unto baptism, and were wrought upon and cleansed by 
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the power of the Holy Ghost, they were numbered among the people of the church of Christ; 
and their names were taken, that they might be remembered and nourished by the good 
word of God, to keep them in the right way, to keep them continually watchful unto prayer, 
relying alone upon the merits of Christ, who was the author and the finisher of their faith.  

 
Also, see Words of Joseph Smith, bottom of page 4. 
 
So, if the LDS no longer gives the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost as part of the confirmation 
ceremony, and no longer acknowledge the “remnant” of the seed of Lehi, Jacob/Joseph spoken of in 
the Book of Mormon, or any other remnants of Jacob, but in fact have substituted themselves as the 
“remnant”, then have they not both “sinned against” his gospel, and “rejected the fulness of the 
gospel?”  3 Nephi 16:10 
 

3 Nephi 16 
 10 And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: At that day when the 
Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, and shall be 
lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole 
earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all 
manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret 
abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, 
behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fulness of my gospel from among them.  

 
And understanding these concepts of the “fulness of the gospel” and who are the Gentiles and who is 
the “remnant” D&C 45:27-32 will now make sense. 
 

D&C 45 
  27 And the love of men shall wax cold, and iniquity shall abound.  
  28 And when the times of the Gentiles is come in, a light shall break forth among them that 
sit in darkness, and it shall be the fulness of my gospel;  
  29 But they receive it not; for they perceive not the light, and they turn their hearts from me 
because of the precepts of men.  
  30 And in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  
  31 And there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall not pass until they shall 
see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land.  
  32 But my disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be moved; but among the 
wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die.  
 

As my parting word, I refer you to 3 Nephi 30! 
 

 1 Hearken, O ye Gentiles, and hear the words of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, 
which he hath commanded me that I should speak concerning you, for, behold he 
commandeth me that I should write, saying: 
  2 Turn, all ye Gentiles, from your wicked ways; and repent of your evil doings, of your lyings 
and deceivings, and of your whoredoms, and of your secret abominations, and your 
idolatries, and of your murders, and your priestcrafts, and your envyings, and your strifes, 
and from all your wickedness and abominations, and come unto me, and be baptized in my 
name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, that ye 
may be numbered with my people who are of the house of Israel.  

 


