
1 
 

 
 

Hold to the Rod,Hold to the Rod,Hold to the Rod,Hold to the Rod,    
Not to the HearsayNot to the HearsayNot to the HearsayNot to the Hearsay    

    
The Mormon, or Latter-day Saint, faith is 
authorized and defined by the “Word of the 
LORD” given to Prophets of Israel, anciently 
and in these last days.   Many people may be 
in the faith because of their parents and 
friends, or by accident, but others do read 
the “Word of the LORD” scriptures and truly 
are inspired by them, trusting the Spirit and 
Truth they experience and receive while 
reading the oracles and scriptures of the 
faith. 
 
This spiritual witness, associated with the 
scriptures, becomes the central basis of their 
faith.  They are not just trusting the church 
institution, or its leaders and stalwarts, but 
are rooted themselves in the spiritual 
foundation of the faith.  They are holding to 
the “Iron Rod“, as commanded by the 
scriptures themselves. 
 
The Mormon faith is not that the scriptures 
are “infallible” and “inerrant” as others try 
to hold up the Bible.  When a prophet 
receives revelation, that spiritual 
communication is the “Word of the LORD”.  
That revelation is “infallible” and 
“inerrant”.  But when the prophet writes out 
the revelation, under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost, what he writes is a “record” of 
the Word of the LORD-- not that actual 
Word of the LORD itself.  And like anything 
humans write with their imperfect 
languages-- even inspired humans-- that 
“record” simply is not, and cannot be, 
“infallible” and “inerrant”. 
 
But the scriptures can and will lead a sincere 
reader to experience a degree of the Spirit 

themselves.  That Spiritual Witness becomes 
then the basis of a scripture based, or “Iron-
Rod” faith.  Over time the reader can receive 
more and more light and truth while reading 
the inspired scriptures. 
 
Those who have an “Iron Rod” based faith 
face continually  the challenge of holding to 
the Rod, the Word of God, amidst mists of 
darkness-- false teachings and traditions-- 
inspired by the adversary.    This challenge 
prepares them to eventually live by correct 
principles independent of any other person. 
 
Consider the following critical “Iron Rod” 
doctrine found in JST  ( Joseph Smith 
Translation) Mark 9:40-48-- that every man 
is to “stand or fall for himself“, and not for 
another.  
 
  40 “Therefore, if  thy hand offend thee, cut 
it off; or if  thy brother offend thee and 
confess it not and forsake not, he shall be cut 
off.  It is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands, to go into 
hell.  
  41 For it is better for thee to enter into life 
without thy brother, than for thee and thy 
brother to be cast into hell; into the fire that 
never shall be quenched, where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.  
  42 And again, if  thy foot offend thee, cut it 
off; for he that is thy standard, by whom 
thou walkest, if  he become a transgressor, he 
shall be cut off. 
 
  44 THEREFORE, LET EVERY MAN STAND 
OR FALL, BY HIMSELF, AND NOT FOR 
ANOTHER, OR NOT TRUSTING ANOTHER.  
 
  45 Seek unto my Father, and it shall be 
done in that very moment what ye shall ask, 
if  ye ask in faith, believing that ye shall 
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receive. 
  46 And if  thine eye which seeth for thee, 
him that is appointed to watch over thee to 
show thee light, become a transgressor and 
offend thee, pluck him out.  
  48 For it is better that thyself  should be 
saved, than to be cast into hell with thy 
brother, where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched.”   
 
This revelation brings out some very 
uncomfortable truths.  It brings out that the 
faithful are like one body, and the members 
are like important critical parts of that body-
- but if  members of the body fall away from 
the faith, it is the responsibility of the other 
members of the body to remove them, even 
though it hurts greatly.  This is a great and 
difficult responsibility, but clearly part of the 
Gospel law given in the scriptures. 
 
This responsibility to stand independent of 
any other man when necessary is clearly 
commanded in these verses, and since we 
have the right and power to ask and receive 
directly from the LORD, it is possible to live 
by this commandment. 
 
This revelation brings out also that this 
responsibility to remove others from the 
faith who fall, INCLUDES even the President 
of the Church.  And whose responsibility is 
it to cut off  the offending "eye" of the church 
(the Revelator for the church)?  Clearly, it is 
NOT the Lord's responsibility, but it is the 
responsibility of the member of the body, 
meaning the church members. 
 
And in fact, the D&C gives specific 
instructions on how a trial would be held to 
remove the President of the Church:  
Consider carefully D&C 107:81-84---  
 

  81 “There is not any person belonging to 
the church who is exempt from this council   
[a First Presidency court]   of  the church. 
  82 And inasmuch as a President of the 
High Priesthood   [one of this First 
Presidency itself]   shall transgress, he shall 
be had in remembrance before the common 
council   [a Bishop's court-- probably the 
Presiding Bishop's court]   of  the church, 
who shall be assisted by twelve counselors of 
the High Priesthood;   [possibly the 12 
Apostles]  
  83 And their decision upon his head shall 
be AN END OF CONTROVERSY concerning 
him.  
  84 Thus, NONE SHALL BE EXEMPTED 
FROM THE JUSTICE AND THE LAWS OF 
GOD, that all things may be done in order 
and in solemnity before him, according to 
truth and righteousness.“ 
 
 
So based on the Word of the LORD to the 
Latter-day Saints: 
 
Is it possible for the "eye of the body" (the 
President of the church) to offend, and need 
to be cut off?  (Yes) 
 
Will the LORD himself  remove the "eye of 
the body" if  he transgresses, so the church 
does not need to worry about it?  (No) 
 
Will the church members go to hell with the 
"eye of the body" if  they fail to remove him 
when he transgresses?   (Yes) 
 
Is this crucial, central doctrine that EVERY 
MAN is to stand or fall for himself, and NOT 
for another (not to automatically trust even 
the President of the Church) taught to the 
members of the church?  (Not really) 
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Are members of the First Presidency above 
possibly controversy? (No) 
 
Can other members have a valid, legitimate 
"controversy" over the First Presidency?  
(Yes) 
 
Can other members seek-- in good faith-- to 
end such controversy by a D&C 107:81-84 
trial?  (Yes) 
 
Will such a controversy be ended before 
such a trial is held?  (No) 
 
Do you hear it in General Conference 
regularly? (Are you kidding?) 
 
Are the above truths explained regularly in 
the church anywhere?  (No)  
 
 
Notice this warning where the Lord warns 
the Gentile church that He will try them in 
ALL THINGS before they can return to help 
rebuild Zion:  
 
D&C 136 
  31 My people must be TRIED IN ALL 
THINGS, that they may be prepared to 
receive the glory that I have for them, even 
the glory of Zion; and he [even a "great" 
leader] that will not bear chastisement is not 
worthy of my kingdom.”  
 
Notice also this intense warning that gifts 
CAN be "TAKEN" from the church if  the 
members do not heed the law given to them 
by the LORD.  
 
D&C 43  
  8 And now, behold, I give unto you a 
COMMANDMENT, that when ye are 
assembled together ye shall instruct and 

edify each other, that ye may know how to 
act and direct my church, HOW TO ACT 
UPON THE POINTS OF MY LAW AND 
COMMANDMENTS, which I have given.  
 9 And thus ye shall become instructed in 
THE LAW OF MY CHURCH, and be 
sanctified by that which ye have received, 
and ye shall bind yourselves to act in all 
holiness before me--  
 10 That inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall 
be added to the kingdom which ye have 
received. INASMUCH AS YE DO IT NOT, IT 
SHALL BE ***TAKEN***, EVEN THAT WHICH 
YE HAVE RECEIVED.  
 
The D&C has many instructions that the 
church does not live at this time. And in 
every case, the justification is that the Lord 
would never allow the President of the 
church to lead us astray, and so it must be all 
right that we are not living those 
instructions. But if  the President of the 
church is not above error, and above possibly 
needing to be removed, then a great 
controversy arises-- why are we not seeking 
to live by all the D&C instructions?? 
 
The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that we 
are to heed what is "written" in it as a law to 
the church.  
 
"Behold, I am God; give heed unto My word, 
which is quick and powerful, sharper than a 
two-edged sword, to the diving asunder of 
both joints and marrow; therefore give heed 
unto My words. 
D&C 6:2  
 
"Behold, I have manifested unto you, by My 
Spirit in many instances, that the things 
which you [Oliver Cowdery] have written 
are true; wherefore you know that they are 
true. "And if  you know they are true, behold, 
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I give unto you a commandment, that you 
rely upon the things which are written... 
"And you have that which is written before 
you; wherefore you must perform it 
according to the words which are written. 
D&C 18:2-3,30 
 
"Thou shalt take the things which thou hast 
received, which have been given unto thee in 
My scriptures, for a law, to by My law to 
govern My church; "And he that doeth 
according to these things shall be saved, and 
he that doeth them not shall be damned if  he 
so continue."  
D&C 42:59-60  
 
"For behold, verily, verily, I say unto you that 
ye have received a commandment [D&C 42] 
for a law unto My church, through him 
[Joseph Smith] whom I have appointed unto 
you to receive commandments and 
revelations from My hand."  
D&C 43:2  
"And I now give unto you a commandment 
to beware concerning yourselves, to give 
diligent heed to the words of Eternal Life, 
"For you shall live by every word that 
proceedeth forth from the mouth of God.  
 
"...And your minds in times past have been 
darkened because of unbelief, and because 
you have treated lightly the things you have 
received-- "Which vanity and unbelief have 
brought the whole church under 
condemnation. "And this condemnation 
resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. 
"And they shall remain under this 
condemnation until they repent and 
remember the new covenant, even the Book 
of Mormon and the former commandments 
which I have given them, not only to say, but 
to do according to that which I have written-
-" D&C 84:43-44,54-57  

"And all they who receive the oracles of God, 
let them beware how they hold them lest 
they are accounted as a light thing, and are 
brought under condemnation thereby, and 
stumble and fall when the storms descend, 
and the winds blow, and the rains descend, 
and beat upon their house."  
D&C 90:5  
 
"And I give unto you a commandment, that 
ye shall forsake all evil, and cleave unto all 
good, that ye shall live by every word which 
proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God. 
"For He will give unto the faithful line upon 
line, precept upon precept; and I will try you 
and prove you herewith."  
D&C 98:11-12" 
 
“I am the Lord thy God; and I give unto you 
this commandment--that no man shall come 
unto the Father but by Me or by My word, 
which is My law, saith the LORD."  
D&C 132:12  
 
Again, the D&C has MANY instructions the 
Lord's Gentile church does not live at this 
time. Should we relax and say, "all is well, 
the Lord is at the helm"? or is this a 
controversy we should settle according to the 
Lord's instructions?  
 
 
 
Now, consider this statement on the other 
hand:  
 
"I will give you a key that will never rust,--if  
you will stay with the majority of the Twelve 
Apostles, and the records of the Church, you 
will never be led astray."  
William G. Nelson, Young Woman's Journal 
17 (1906), p.543  
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The Spirit will witness the truth of what I 
am saying if  you will humbly listen.   In all 
honesty this statement is hearsay-- 
somebody said that Joseph Smith said 
something. William G. Nelson was never 
ordained to be a Revelator for the church, 
and his statement was recorded 62 years 
after the Prophet Joseph died. 
 
So should his second-hand account have 
more weight than all the Word of the Lord 
verses mentioned above?  But which of the 
two doctrines do you hear the most of in the 
church?   
 
But, are we to hold to the "rod" or to the 
"hearsay"?  
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