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By Robert Crossfield

In  the  Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and
Covenants,  and  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  there  are
significant  amounts  of  information  concerning  the
Priesthood.  Yet  many,  many  questions  still  remain
unanswered to many people.

And to put what is given in scripture together and sort
out all the information I am sure would take volumes.
The problem is that if  100 men or women undertook
this  tremendous  task  there  would  be  at  least  100
opinions as to who, how, and where the authority of
the Priesthood lies.

It  is clear to that without the true spirit of  God and
without  the  essential  ingredient  "revelation",  these
questions will never be satisfactorily answered.

The  Mormon,  or  Latter  Day  Saint  Church  claims
"revelation"; claiming that the authorities receive it on
an ongoing basis. However let's consider a significant
point: I have before me the most current volume of the
Doctrine & Covenants. The last section in this volume
is  dated  September  30,  1978.  But  it  really  is  not  a
revelation  but  a  "declaration"  that  a  revelation  was
received  by  President  Spencer  W  Kimball.  But  no
where do we have a written copy of that revelation. 

Realistically, there is no available evidence that anyone
in  the  church  has  had  the  gift  to  write  D&C  type
revelations for over 100 years. Is there not a possibility
that something is wrong here?

This scenario is similar to a contractor who says he is a
contractor  but  when  asked  to  show  some  of  the
buildings he has constructed he declines to show you
them, and then tries to make you feel bad because you
even questioned him. Many sense today that this is the
means whereby the LDS Church Authorities intimidate
their  converts  and  members  to  believe  that  such
revelations exist.

The government warns consumers  to  be  wary of  so
called contractors who will not show you some proof
that they are truly contractors. And in fact there are
man con-artists.

Based on evidences, the last true revelations given to
LDS authorities came through John Taylor and Wilford
Woodruff  and these revelations are not even shown in

the current Doctrine and Covenants.

It is no wonder that there are so many breakaway
factions of  the LDS church. These people sense that
there is deception in the Church's claims.

The sincere person is left with a great dilemma. If
they  approach  the  Church,  pointing  out  this
possible deception, they are often met with outright
contempt  for  their  even  suggesting  that  there  is
something wrong. 

Their  claim  is  that  there  is  are  statements  (not
revelations) by Wilford Woodruff and others which
state that the Prophet of  the Church can never go
wrong.  It  is  the  infallibility  of  the  prophet  trap
which in some cases satisfies truth seekers enough
to quiet them up.

Others become bitter, convinced they are being lied
to,  and leave the  Church. Still  others  continue to
argue.  These  brave  individuals  are  often  given  a
trial before the local Church authorities. However
in  these  trials  there  is  no  argument  or  defense
allowed. 

Theoretically  (based  on  D&C  102)  there  are
supposed  to  be  six  high  counselors  for  and  six
against. If  six are chosen to defend this individual,
however,  they  are  afraid  to  defend  him  or  her
because  they  themselves  may  be  called  into
question as to their faithfulness. So there is literally
no  defense  allowed.  If  you  dare  to  question
someone who is infallible there is no defense.

Then there are a few even braver souls who search
further for a possible explanation or solution.

These again fall into several groups. The first group
are  those  who  continue  faithfully  in  the  Church
performing  their  duties  hoping  that  somewhere
down the road God will hear their prayers and do
something to straighten things out. 

Others go on searching among the fundamentalist
groups, hoping they will find some group that truly
has the whole thing put together.

 Still others go quietly from the Church and begin
to live the unlived (among the Church) portions of
the  gospel  according  to  their  own  individual
understanding.  These  individuals  have  sometimes
attracted others of  like mind and they sometimes
form small groups and even communities.
And  then  there  are  those  few  who  claim  divine
authority, claiming visitations from the Savior, God,
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angels etc. or even just inspiration. These usually gain
followers  according  to  how  convincing  and
charismatic they happen to be.

These people often set  up Churches in opposition to
the  LDS  Church.  They  usually  end  up  with  many
strange  doctrines.  One  especially  they  like  is
reincarnation.  Most  of  these  individuals  and groups
however believe one thing in common and that is that
the church has apostatized.

The  last  group  of  people  include  those  with  claims
reaching back to the time of  John Taylor and Wilford
Woodruff.  These,  which  are  the  main  core  of  the
fundamentalist  movement  and  who  have  by  far  the
greatest  following,  are  those  who  claim  that  the
Sealing Keys to the Priesthood were passed down from
John Taylor in a special meeting occurring before the
manifesto  came  out  and  which  manifesto  was  later
accepted by the Church. Many are convinced that this
meeting  actually  occurred.  However  this  group  has
now  fractured  into  several  break  off  groups  all
claiming that they and they alone have the Keys.

Another major group in this category are those across
the border in Mexico who claim that the even higher
keys  were  given  to  Benjamin  F  Johnson  by  Joseph
Smith  when  he  adopted  him  as  his  son.  Benjamin
Johnson was supposed to have given these higher Keys
to the LeBaron family. Many who are reading this will
know what happened to this family. This group is now
fractured into several  small  groups,  again with their
own varied claims.

This  is  just  a  brief  history  of  where  the  claims  of
Priesthood  exist.  We  have  not  even  mentioned  the
Reorganized  Church's  claims,  as  many  of  the  later
doctrines  were  not  even  initially  accepted  by  this
church in the first place. Their claims can not even be
considered.

There  have  been  claims  to  revelation  by  several  of
these  breakaway  groups  but  reading  them points  to
their falseness. They usually eulogize those making the
claim, and they bring in many strange doctrines which
in no way coincide with proven scripture.

I  believe  we  have  this  confusion  concerning  the
Priesthood because there is literally no one who really
fully  understands  it,  and  comprehends  its  workings.
What  I  am  about  to  tell  you  was  not  obtained  by
"device  of  mind,"  or  "speculation"  but  by  true
revelation.  To  better  understand  the  Priesthood,  we
must start in the pre-existence. The following recent

revelation  clarifies  very  important  truths
concerning foreordination to the Priesthood:

"I  your  Savior,  in  accordance with the  desires  of
many to know the reason as to why the races are
born  into  different  circumstances,  and  also  as  to
why  the  black  race  require  not  the  Priesthood;
behold I will give unto you an answer as to why this
is so.
 2 In the pre-existence there were many who were
faithful  in  supporting  the  plan  presented  by  the
Savior, wherein all men would be given their free
agency to choose the good or the evil.
 3  And  there  were  those  among  them  that
performed well,  wherein they did make the right
choices.
 4 And these I  did make My great  ones,  which I
have  before  said  unto  you,  that  even My servant
Abraham was one of these.
 5 For have I not said in previous revelations that
men are  rewarded  in  this  life  according  to  their
works in the pre-existence?
 6 And unto these I did foreordain to the highest
and holiest callings in My priesthood.
 7 Yea, and there were many others who supported
and were active in promoting these freedoms and
the cause of righteousness;
 m8  And  to  all  who  qualified  themselves  I  did
foreordain to the Holy Priesthood after the order of
the Son, also known as the Melchizedek Priesthood,
that with this promise:
 9  That  if  they  lived  according  to  My
commandments, they would be able to use this, My
Priesthood, to build up My Kingdom and My Zion
upon the earth.
 10  And  again,  there  were  an  innumerable  host
who were less valiant and diligent, and spent little
effort to promote that principle;
 11 And because  they  were  somewhat  rebellious,
wanting to change,  to some degree,  the plan that
was presented to them, unto these I did place them
on this earth as the Gentiles and heathen nations.
 12  And  again,  there  were  many  others  that
followed  not  after  the  evil  one,  but  yet  were
indifferent in supporting the cause of  freedom, and
the plan of the Savior.
 13  And  because  of  their  stubbornness  and
rebelliousness  I  caused  them  not  to  be  fore-
ordained, for why should the slothful be rewarded
for their slothfulness?
 14 All spirits are born into circumstances that will
best   suit  and reward  their  diligence in  the  pre-
existence.
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 15 And I your Savior say into you, how then is there
injustice?  For  where,  how,  and through whom each
are born is in accordance to their works in the pre-
existent state.
 16  And  those  who  endeavor  to  give  My  holy
Priesthood  to  those  who  are  not  fore-ordained,
understand not My gospel.
 17 For they endeavor to do this  without revelation,
claiming at  the  same time that  God has  given them
permission to do so.
 18 Behold,  these  are  the  liars  and  false  prophets  I
have forewarned you about.
 19 For they have changed the laws and ordinances,
and accept the titles of  Prophets, Seers and Revelator;
yet openly accuse God of being unjust and partial;
 20 And they claim revelation, but are destitute of such
gifts, for by their acts ye shall know them.
 21 For as a good man is known for his acts, having the
gifts of  God, so also are the false prophets,  for their
acts expose their falseness.
 22  Behold,  because  of  their  own  foolishness,  they
place  themselves  in  jeopardy  of  losing  their  own
salvation.
 23 Behold, I your LORD say unto you that God is a
just  God,  and  rewards  each  according  to  their  own
works.
 24 For the black race and the interrelated races were
given  this  color  and  these  features  that  man  would
recognize them and not mix their seed with theirs;
 25 For  in so doing they and the  resulting posterity
would receive the curse that they could not hold the
priesthood in this life, neither could they hold it in the
life to come.
 26 And unto those who endeavor to overrule this just
decree,  even as  Cain endeavored  to  do,  behold  they
also would take unto themselves this same curse.
 (Second Book of  Commandments, Section 205)

Here  it  is  very  clear  that  people  are  born  into
circumstances in this life according to their works in
the pre-existence, just as we will be rewarded for our
righteousness or wickedness in this life, after we die.
Very, very simple but true.

Therefore  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  is  obtained
previous to our mortal existence. It cannot be given to
us  here if  we don't  already have it.  It  is  impossible.
Since  the  black  race  never  received  it  in  the  pre-
existence  because  of  their  pre-existent  choices,  they
can never receive it here. There is nothing anyone can
do about it, and those who try to give it to them, like
Cain  tried,  immediately  lose  their  own  Priesthood.
Why? Because revelation is necessary to activate this

Priesthood even if  one is foreordained.

So when one goes  to  ordain the  black race  he  is
claiming he has received revelation to do so. Since
this  is  an outright  lie,  because  it  is  impossible  to
override  God's  decree,  he  is  lying  to  God,  and
usurping His authority.  It is the worst thing a man
can do! To lose ones Priesthood is worse than death.

God has said that  anyone that does so knowingly
will be numbered with the seed of  Cain in the next
lift,  and will  receive none of  the higher blessings
promised to Israel. Oh, what a tragedy.

To those who have been foreordained to this most
Holy  Priesthood  how  do  they  activate  this
Priesthood? Again it is clearly spelled out:

 31 Now I your Savior do give again unto you some
more  important  knowledge  concerning  My
kingdom, and all that pertains to it;
 32  For  what  you  discussed  in  your  meeting,
wherein  you  discovered  the  significance  of  the
narrative  in  the  History  of  the  Church  1:62  ye
discovered  a  very  great  truth:  that  I  gave  unto
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery the Melchizedek
priesthood by revelation, for this is the key.
 33  For  all  men  who  are  worthy  in  the  pre-
existence  are  entitled  to  this  Priesthood,  and
foreordained;
 34 And thus when it is revealed from on high, then
they  are  worthy  to  take  upon  themselves  that
Priesthood that they have been foreordained to, and
can use it in this life under the direction of that one
appointed.
 35 And for this reason all men who undertake to
utilize this priesthood must receive it by revelation,
and  if  they  receive  it  in  this  manner  it  shall  be
recognized in the heavens as well as on the earth--
 36  And  thus  these  men having  their  priesthood
activated are thus able to act in My name under the
direction of their head.
 37 And thus revelation is the Key that activates this
most  holy  Priesthood,  for  no  ordination  is
necessary, for it has already been given to them in
the pre-existence.
 38  And  many  men  are  foreordained  to  this
Priesthood, but fail to live worthy and receive it not,
and thus the saying, "many are called, but few are
chosen," for this is the true meaning of this passage.
 39  And  according  to  My,  and  My  Father's
instruction, none of  the seed of  Cain or any of  the
black race, and yet even the mixture of  the black
races with any other race, are foreordained to this
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priesthood--
 40 Being that it is not required for their salvation that
they are entitled to, and that they shall receive, if  they
otherwise live My commandments.
 41 And because they are not foreordained, how can
one  say  that  they  have  received  revelation  for  these
people to receive this priesthood? Behold, I your Savior
do say unto you, it is impossible!
 42 And anyone attempting to do this shall have their
own Priesthood taken from them,  for  they have lied
before God and man, and anyone who lies unto God
forfeits the rights to act in His name.
 43 For they have not understood My word because of
their  blindness  and  self-will,  and  have  placed  the
things  and  desires  of  the  world  to  supplant  My
teachings, and thus gross darkness covers their eyes;
44  And  their  errors  and  corruption  multiply  until
their  only doctrine  is  to  follow the  leader,  and only
those who have My will in their heart will see their
foolishness and errors.
 45  Woe  unto  those  who  have  corrupted  My  pure
doctrine, and cause the people to follow; and woe unto
those who follow them, for they also shall be destroyed
with the wicked if  they repent not.
 46 And this I your LORD do say unto you that ye learn
wisdom and be not deceived, and be saved. 
 Even so, Amen 
(Second Book of  Commandments, Section 204)

Here we see that  those who have been foreordained
can  function  in  this  Priesthood  only  by  revelation.
Joseph Smith and the brethren when they went to the
Whitmer  home  at  that  time,  didn't  understand  that
principle, but when revelation was received, and they
were given the understanding since they already had
the Melchizedek Priesthood, and the word of  the Lord
came  to  them,  (by  revelation)  their  Priesthood  was
activated and they were commanded to ordain elder's
etc.  Very simple.  It  was taught that the Melchizedek
Priesthood  was  given  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver
Cowdery by Peter, James and John.

However,  what  is  written in  HC 1:62  clearly  shows
that  the  Lord  by  revelation  authorized  Joseph  and
Oliver to ordain each other as Elders (a Melchizedek
Priesthood office)  before  the  coming of  Peter,  James
and John. Peter, James and John did restore the keys of
the Apostleship, but not the Melchizedek Priesthood--
which was restored by revelation.

Concerning The Gentiles

In reward for their faithfulness in the Pre-existence
the Lord promised the descendants of  Jacob (the 12
tribes)  that  if  they  were  faithful  in  this  life  He
would  make  them  a  Holy  nation,  and  promised
them  continual  revelation  so  that  those  who
qualified could have their foreordained priesthood
activated. In other words those who had qualified
themselves  in  the  pre-existence  and  had  been
ordained to  this  Priesthood there,  would come to
this  earth  through  Jacob's  descendants,  the  12
tribes of Israel.

It so happened however that these 12 tribes failed
to  heed  God's  commandments  not  to  intermarry
with the heathen nations, resulting in mixture after
mixture of  the heathen with these 12 tribes. These
12 tribes went north, the 10 tribes first and the 2
tribes  later,  and  populated  northern  Europe  and
north eastern Asia.

A  small  portion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which
included the Royal seed through Judah's son Pharez,
returned to Jerusalem during the time of  Ezra by
the grace of  King Cyrus. Besides this small group
numbering  of  about  40,000  people  consisting
mostly of  the tribe of  Judah, the rest of  these tribes
were lost to history.

When our Savior came to this earth he came to the
tribe of  Judah, but his own words indicate that he
also came to the lost  tribes.  He knew where they
were,  mixed  up  thoroughly  among  the  heathen
nations: in Spain, Northern Europe and the Isles of
the sea (England).

During these times  prophesies  were  made in this
fashion, "the first shall be last and the last shall be
first". Again, when the Savior was speaking unto the
leaders of  the Jews he said,  "Therefore say I unto
you, the Kingdom of  God shall be taken from you,
and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits
thereof."  (St.  Matthew,  Chapter  21,  Verse  43)  He
was telling them that even though they were first
because  of  their  lineage,  because  of  their
transgressions,  the Kingdom would be taken from
them and given to the Gentiles. This first and last
quotation means that the gospel was first given to
the Jews and they rejected it and it would then be
taken to the Gentiles.

In the latter days however the situation would be
reversed and the gospel would first be given to the
Gentiles.  And  since  these  Gentiles  would  consist
mostly of  the tribe of  Ephraim mixed up with the
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Gentiles  and  since  God  considered  Ephraim  his
firstborn it would only be right for him to receive the
Gospel first.

So the promise was fulfilled that the Gospel would first
be  restored  to  the  Gentiles  through  the  tribe  of
Ephraim.  But  it  was  also  promised  that  the  Gentiles
would reject the truth and the fullness of  the gospel,
and that their time would be fulfilled. This is exactly
what happened.

When the Savior restored the fullness of  the gospel at
the turn of  the century it  was taken to the Gentiles
after  the Jews to  a  major  degree  rejected it.  But the
Gentiles also quickly polluted it. We find proof  of  this
when John the Revelator wrote his book of  revelations
around  90  AD  He  mentions  only  seven  churches
among  the  Gentiles  that  had  not  totally  corrupted
themselves,  and apostatized. Even among these seven
he mentions many false doctrines and notions they had
already picked up and warned them to repent. It was
shortly  after  this  time  that  the  knowledge  of  the
priesthood was lost  leaving but  a corrupted form of
Christianity  in  its  place.  The  corrupted  form  exists
today  in  the  form of  the  Catholic  Church  and  her
Children the Protestants.

That  is  why,  when  Joseph  Smith  appeared  on  the
scene,  the Priesthood and the Keys (how to correctly
use it) all had to be restored by those who once held
them in the past. And to who were they restored to?
They were  restored to those same Gentiles  who had
been  so  careless  with  this  sacred  knowledge  in  the
past. 

Why?  Because  that  was  what  was  promised  by  the
former prophets  in the  Book of  Mormon and Bible,
that the first shall be last and the last shall be first.

 Let us review. The gospel would first be presented to
he Jews (the first). The Jews rejected it and it was taken
by  Paul  to  the  Gentiles  (the  last).  They  in  turn
thoroughly corrupted it and a phony church was set
up instead which totally lost the Priesthood and Keys.
When  the  gospel  and  Priesthood  were  restored  by
Joseph Smith it came to the Gentiles (the last) first.

But there is one more shift that the Church does not
want you to understand, and that is when in the Book
of  Mormon  and  all  other  scriptures  refers  to  the
Gentiles  rejecting  it,  they  do  not  want  you  to  even
suggest, or think, that these prophesies are referring to
them. Just like the Catholic Church explains away the

prophesy of  John wherein he describes the "Whore
of  all  Nations"  with  all  her  children  to  mean
something  else  besides  referring  to  them and the
Protestants.

The present leaders could never admit that they are
the  Gentiles  referred  to  in  the  scriptures.  By
comparing  the  teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph
Smith  with  the  teachings  of  the  today's  version
taught by the Church, one can plainly see that there
is hardly a similarity between them. You say what
about  "baptism"?  How  can  that  ordinance  be
effective  when  there  is  hardly  any  repentance
required? The Gentiles  have done a grand job of
corrupting the true gospel. And as the gospel goes
so does the Priesthood.

However there is one difference. The past apostasy
by  the  Gentiles  resulted  in  the  total  loss  of  the
Priesthood and the Keys. It has been prophesied that
in this  instance there  would be  a few,  possibly a
very few, who would not succumb to the pressures
of  the  world,  and  preserve  the  Priesthood.  These
few, mainly of  the tribe of  Ephraim would pass this
Priesthood on to the true descendants of  Israel, as
the pure in heart from each tribe is identified, and
these tribes begin to  desire with all their hearts to
again live God's laws and commandments in their
fullness. 

The Priesthood would not be lost this time. This is
the difference. There is another difference also. The
Church would also not be lost and destroyed this
time as it  was after the restoration by our Savior,
but would instead be "cleansed". We are told that a
man identified as "The one mighty and strong" will
do this job.

The Keys

The Keys are that power that opens up the heavens
to  enable communication between man and God,
wherein God allows man to act in his name. When
this happens he then instructs that man or men on
how to use these powers. This knowledge is actually
the Key, therefore the "Keys of Knowledge."
When and how does this happen? When God feels
comfortable  that  certain  fore-ordained  men,  who
are the direct descendants of  anyone of  the twelve
tribes of  Israel (in this period of  time especially the
tribes  of  Ephraim  and  Judah)  wherein  he  has
confidence  that  they  have  prepared  themselves
sufficiently that they will use this power correctly
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and wisely, he will allow these men to act in his name.
These men must have His interests at heart totally, and
be willing to do His will and keep His commandments
under all conditions and in all circumstances.

This was the case with the Prophet Joseph Smith. His
lineage was correct, both of  Judah and Ephraim blood.
He had prepared himself both in the pre-existence and
in his early manhood for this momentous task. He was
fore-ordained to the Priesthood, and also to being the
head of  this dispensation. That is why when he prayed
in the grove his prayers were immediately answered.
In  this  visitation  his  Priesthood  and  calling  were
confirmed.

It  says  in  the  Doctrine  and Covenants  that  unless  a
man is of  the seed of  Aaron he cannot be given the
office of  Bishop in the Aaronic Priesthood unless he
first holds the Melchizedek Priesthood. When Joseph
and  Oliver  were  visited  by  John the  Baptist  and  he
ordained them to the head of  this lesser Priesthood it
was a correct procedure, for both had through former
visitations  had  their  Melchizedek  Priesthood  already
confirmed.

Notice  that  the  both  the  Aaronic  and  Melchizedek
Priesthoods existed before the church was organized
by  the  Prophet  Joseph.  Clearly  the  Priesthood  can
function outside the Church. In the Book of  Mormon
we find that when the Church had apostatized it was
organized again by revelation by those still faithful to
the  principles  of  the  gospel,  and  their  former
priesthood was recognized.

How did many of  the early prophets function? When
they were called by God,  did it  make any difference
whether  they  belonged to  the  recognized Church of
their time? There is no evidence anywhere to indicate
that this was the case. That is why God can call anyone
he chooses as long as he has the right qualifications.

What  about  the  Lesser  Priesthood  and  callings.  The
Aaronic Priesthood is a temporal priesthood, and when
it  was  lost  from the  earth  it  had  to  be  restored  by
someone  from  the  other  side  coming  here  and
restoring it. John the Baptist apparently held the Keys
to  this  Priesthood  and  therefore  came  here  as  a
resurrected  being  and  conferred  this  priesthood  on
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery.

Men from the  tribe  of  Levi  through  the  seed  of
Aaron  are  entitled  to  this  priesthood  but  since
anyone  holding  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  can
officially function in this Priesthood until such time
as the seed of  Aaron can be identified, this so that
the  temporal  matters  can  function  properly,  but
these  men must  be  ordained  to  respective  offices
which  give  them  authority  to  perform  certain
functions within this Priesthood.

The  other  callings,  which  were  bestowed  upon
Joseph  Smith,  were  also  restored  through  the
respective person who held these Keys before:  i.e.
Moses- the Gathering of Israel, Peter, James & John-
the Apostleship,  Elijah- To turn the  hearts  of  the
fathers to the children etc. These callings all had to
be restored by  those  who held  the  Knowledge of
these  offices  previously.  They  are  of  a  temporal
nature and when lost through transgression must
be restored to this earth by someone who held the
Keys to these callings in the past.

Thus we see that the Melchizedek Priesthood is of
an  eternal  nature  and  all  other  Priesthood  and
callings are appendages to this Priesthood.
 
This knowledge does away with the silly arguments
and claims of  any other church or group you can
mention.  Priesthood  of  any  kind  can  only  be
claimed  by  those  who  are  entitled  to  it  through
lineage  and  only  to  those  of  these  lineage's  who
make  God  and  the  sincere  living  of  His
commandments the major priority in their lives.
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6

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2139464189574962
https://www.facebook.com/revelation2day/
https://www.2bc.info/pdf/links.pdf
http://www.2bc.info/
http://www.2bc.info/pdf/PAC.pdf

