
Parallels Between 
Utah and Palestine 

Introduction 

This pamphlet is an overview of significant parallels between certain places, persons and events just 
before the first coming of Christ, and paralleling places, persons and events just before His second 
coming. It is divided into three parts: Geographic Parallels, Historical Parallels, and Forerunner 
Parallels. 

This pamphlet is also an introduction to a significant work of the LORD in our time. 

The Old Testament is full of types, signs and symbols that New Testament and Christian writers 
showed were foreshadowing the life and atonement of Jesus Christ. For instance the passover lamb, 
which in Israelite law was slain the night before passover, was shown to have been given as a 
similitude of the sacrifice which the Savior made in his death. 

When the gospel of Jesus Christ was accepted by Israelites and even by Gentiles, these foreshadowing 
Old Testament types strengthened the faith and testimony they had in Jesus Christ and his teachings. 
These signs were a witness to them that the power of the LORD was behind these paralleling events. 

It is important to note that these signs were not to be believed by themselves, but those who were 
taught the signs and their fulfillment were responsible for obtaining a witness of the Spirit that what 
they had been taught was correct. Those who sincerely studied and prayed about the signs did receive 
a witness. They became very converted, and were willing to face much persecution to remain faithful 
to what they knew was of God. 

Those who accept the evidence that the earth is the work of an intelligent Creator cannot help but sense
that there might be important reasons why significant parallels exist. These significant parallels are a
"sign" that one can study and pray about to find meanings, and to receive a confirming witness of 
their validity. We encourage all to examine and consider prayerfully these parallels. 

The Book of Mormon, teaches: "And if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in 
Christ, He will manifest the truth of it unto you by the power of the Holy Ghost. And by the power 
of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things." (Moroni 10:4-5) 
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Part 1: Geographic Parallels 

The geography of the land in Utah where the LORD gathered His restored Gentile church in our time 
is well known in Mormonism to parallel in certain ways the geography of the land of Palestine where 
He gathered His ancient covenant people Israel. 

The Great Salt Lake in Utah is a dead sea, just as the Dead Sea is in Palestine. This means the only way
that water leaves these lakes is by evaporation. Both lakes are fed by a River Jordan coming from a 
fresh water lake: Utah Lake in Utah, and the Sea of Galilee in Palestine. Other significant geographic 
parallels also exist. 

In the following Tables, various other geographic features in the Palestine area are given which seem 
significantly to parallel with similar features in Utah. Also with the features we give a Reason as to 
why these seem to be in parallel, and also we note the Differences in the parallels. 

The word interior we have applied to features in the central lands of Palestine right close around the 
Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee, and to their parallels in Utah. The word exterior we have applied to 
features outward from the center. 

In Palestine the Dead Sea is to the South, and in Utah the Great Salt Lake is to the North; therefore, in 
the interior parallels, relative directions from the lakes and river are considered, not similar compass 
directions. But in the exterior parallels, similar compass directions are considered in determining 
specific parallels. You will understand readily what we have just explained as you study the tables. 

Note also that the directions and ideas we have given in these reasonings are not overly exacting--
the understanding of this parallel is an intuitive matter. 

The following tables and diagrams expand on the central three parallels mentioned above. Any reader 
is welcome to write to us and give their own opinion as they view the situation. None of these 
comparisons are given out as being anything other than an evidence that an geographic parallel does in 
fact exist. 

Send your comments, or any choice words, about these geographical parallels to: 

United Order Publications 
PO Box 396 
Salem, Utah 84653 
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Parallel Tables A: 
The Major Interior and Exterior Parallels 

INTERIOR 

PALESTINE UTAH 

1a. Sea of Galilee 1a. Utah Lake 
b. River Jordan b. River Jordan 
c. Dead Sea c. Great Salt Lake 

Reasoning: This first parallel is very unique, as apparently only three large water basins with 
these three features exist in the world. [The other one is in Bolivia: Fresh water from Lake 
Titicaca flows south in the Rio Desaguadero and empties into Lake Poopo', which is a dead sea.] 
Differences: The Sea of Galilee is to the north in Palestine, but the Great Salt Lake is to the north in
Utah. 

EXTERIOR 

WEST 

2. Mediterranean Sea 2. Pacific Ocean 

Reasoning: Each is the major large body of water to the WEST of the first parallel above. The 
Mediterranean Sea was the largest body of water fully traveled in the ancient times, while the 
Pacific Ocean is the largest water body of our own world civilization. 

NORTH 

3. Strait of Dardanelles 3. Bearing Strait 

Reasoning: Each is a strait to the NORTH, leading to another continent. 

EAST 

4. Euphrates, etc. Rivers 4. Mississippi, etc Rivers 

Reasoning: Each is a major water system to the EAST of the first parallel. In Mormon theology 
these two river systems parallel further: the Euphrates and its tributaries were named after the 
flood by Noah and his family with names from four rivers before the flood-- these rivers being 
what are now known as the Mississippi and three of its tributaries. 
See Moses 3:10-15; D&C 107:53; D&C 116 

SOUTH 

5. The Isthmus of Suez 5. The Isthmus of Panama 

Reasoning: Each is a narrow neck of land to the SOUTH which leads to another continent. Both 
now have famous canals across them. 
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UTAH  

1a. Utah Lake 
b. River Jordan 

Map A: 
The Major Interior and Exterior Parallels 

PALESTINE 

1a. Sea of Galilee 
b. River Jordan 

c. Great Salt Lake 

2. Pacific Ocean 

3. Bering Strait 

4. Mississippi, etc Rivers 

5. The Isthmus of Panama 

c. Dead Sea 

2. Mediterranean Sea 

3. Strait of Dardanelles 

4. Euphrates, etc. Rivers 

5. The Isthmus of Suez 
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Parallel Tables B: 
Exterior Parallels 

6. Sinai Peninsula 6. Mexico & Meso-America 

Both are to the South of the first parallel, before the southern isthmus (parallel 5). Both have 
water on the two other sides, and both have a triangular shape 

7. Africa 7. South America 

Each is further south of the southern isthmus (5). Africa and South America have a somewhat 
similar overall look geographically, and have similarities in their climates and ecology. Their 
main rivers, the Nile and Amazon are the greatest in the world. 

8. Philistia 8. California 

Each is to the west and south of the first parallel. Both are known for their somewhat wild ways.
On the walls of Provo canyon was once written in paint: "Dont Californicate Utah". Perhaps up 
the brook Jabbok was old hebrew graffiti warning Israel: "Dont Philistineate 
Israel"! 

9. Phoenicia 9. Washington, Oregon 

Both are to the west and north of the first parallel. Both are known for their forests and 
seaports. The cedars of Lebanon were shipped all over the ancient world, as the pines and other 
conifers of the Northwest have been marketed throughout the present world. 

10. Land of the Hittites (Turkey) 10. Alaska & Yukon 

Each is to the north of the starting parallel (1), before the northern strait (3). These two areas 
have similar shapes. 

11. Europe 11. Siberia, China 

Each is the land beyond the northern straits (3). 

12. Greece 12. Japan 

Each has islands and are in similar positions in the parallel. Both have significant influence 
eventually on the peoples living around the center of these parallels. 

13. Black Sea 13. Arctic Ocean 

Each is a roundish water body to the north of the northern strait. (3) 
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14. Caspian Sea 14. Hudson Bay 

Both dip into lands to the north-east of Palestine & Utah. 

15. Persian Gulf 15. Great Lakes 

Both are inland water systems leading out to an ocean. 

16. Indian Ocean 16. Atlantic Ocean 

Both are in somewhat similar positions to the overall parallels. 

17. Red Sea 17. Gulf of Mexico 

Each is in parallel positions, and are on one side of the southern isthmuses (5). 

Parallel Tables C: 
Interior Parallels 

18. City of Jerusalem 18. Salt Lake City 

Both are similarly situated close to the dead seas, and both were the capital cities of the peoples 
there. Both were built around a Temple in their center. 

19. Valley of Salt 19. Great Salt Lake Desert 

Both are salt-covered desert areas on the sides of the dead seas. 

20. Lake Hula 20. Mona Lake 

Each is a smaller lake farther upstream from both the Sea of Galilee & Utah Lake. 

21. Plain of Esdraelon 21. Utah Valley 

Both are fertile, populated areas loosely in parallel. 
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Map B1: 
Exterior Parallels 

6. Sinai 

7. Africa 

8. Philistia 

9. Phoenicia 

10. Land of Hittites (Turkey) 

11. Europe 

12. Greece 

13. Black Sea 

14. Caspian Sea 

15. Persian Gulf 

16. Indian Ocean 

17. Red Sea 
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Map B2: 
Exterior Parallels 

6. Mexico-Meso America 

7. South America 

8. California 

9. Washington, Oregon 

10. Alaska 

11. Siberia, China 

12. Japan 

13. Arctic Ocean 

14. Hudson Bay 

15. Great Lakes 

16. Atlantic Ocean 

17. Gulf of Mexico 
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Map C1: 
Interior Parallels 

18. City of Jerusalem 

19. Valley of Salt 

20. Lake Hula 

21. Plain of Esdraelon 
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Map C2: 
Interior Parallels 

18. Salt Lake City 

19. Great Salt Lake Desert 

20. Mona Lake 

21. Utah Valley 
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Part 2: Historical Parallels 

The following parallels are between the Kingdom set up to prepare for the first coming of Christ, and 
the "kingdom" set up to prepare for the second coming of Christ. 

The Kingdom of Ancient Israel 

1. Moses was called to establish 
Israel as a nation. 

2. Israel failed to receive the 
fulness of the Gospel. 

3. Israel as a whole did receive 
the law of Moses. A few 
chosen vessels did receive 
the higher ordinances and laws. 

4. Moses was succeeded by Joshua, 
who led Israel into a promised 
land to prepare for the first 
coming, where hopefully they 
would remain independent and 
segregated from the gentile 
nations around them. 

The "kingdom" of Mormonism 

1. Joseph Smith was called to 
establish the Latter-day Saints 
as a modern Israel among the 
Gentiles. Joseph is likened to 
Moses in scriptures. 2Ne 3:8-11 

2. The Latter-day Saints failed 
to establish Zion in Missouri, 
and failed to set up a 
political kingdom in the west. 

3. The Latter-day Saints did 
receive the Gospel, the higher 
priesthood, and many laws, 
revelations, etc to prepare 
them for Zion. 

4. Joseph the Seer was succeeded 
by Brigham Young, who led the 
Latter-day Saints into a 
promised land, where hopefully 
they would be able to faith- 
fully live the principles of 
Zion among themselves. 

5. Geographic parallels exist between these promised lands, as noted. 

6. Ancient Israel eventually 
succumbed to all the ways 
of their gentile neighbors, 
including having a king. They 
finally came under full gentile 
rule. 

7. Some true prophets, however, 
did very faithfully seek to 
live by the law of Moses in 
sincerity with followers. 

8. The final true prophet of the 
law of Moses, John the Baptist, 
cried repentance and prepared 
the way before the first coming 
of the Christ. 

6. The Latter-day Saints even- 
tually have fully united and 
lived by the laws and trad- 
itions of the United States, 
setting aside the United Order 
etc. and accepting their 
President as the highest law. 

7. Some faithful Latter-day 
Saints also have diligently 
tried to live by the gospel 
teachings in spirit & truth. 

8. In parallel, the LORD has sent 
a prophet to cry repentance 
and to prepare the way for the 
coming of the One Mighty and 
Strong who will reestablish 
Zion and its laws, to which 
Christ will come. 
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Part 3: Forerunner Parallels 
Between the calling and works of 

John the Baptist and The Prophet "Onias" 

Here are a few simple parallels between the calling and work of John the Baptist in that time, and of 
the Prophet Onias in our time. 

John the Baptist-- The Prophet Onias-- 

John was an Elias, called to cry Onias is also an Elias. 
repentance. (Matthew 17:10-13) (2BC 85:1) 

"And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? And
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 
But I say unto you, that Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him
whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of Man suffer of them. 
Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist." (Matthew 
17:10-13) 

"My son, for ye are indeed My son, for ye were ordained before you were born to be a 
prophet unto this people, not a prophet only but an Elias, yea even a forerunner to be as a 
warning voice to call the nations to repentance before the calamities come." (Second Book of 
Commandments 85:1) 

John came alone with no worldly 
wealth, learning or army, 
but only with spiritual teachings 
--being a "foolish", "base", 
"weak", "despised" thing of 
nought. (1 Cor. 1:26-29) 

Onias also came alone 
without wealth, educa- 
tion, or political base 
having only spiritual 
revelations, and also being 
despised by the world. 

"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: 
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are; 
That no flesh should glory in His presence." (1 Cor. 1:26-29) 

John came independent of the 
Jewish priesthood and cried 
repentance to them along 
with the Jewish nation as a 
whole. 

Onias also came indepen- 
dent of the Gentile 
Priesthood leaders of his 
day (being an elder but 
not a leader) and cried 
repentance to them also. 
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John the Baptist-- 

John prophesied that the Messiah 
was soon to come, to baptize 
with fire and Holy Ghost. 

The Prophet Onias-- 

Onias's revelations 
testify that the LORD 
will soon send the One 
Mighty and Strong to 
set in order the gentile 
church, and to set up 
Zion and its laws. 

"I [John the Baptist,] indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that cometh after 
me is mightier that I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire." (Matthew 3:11) 

"And the President presideth over the whole Church, and is to be like unto Moses, yea, to be a 
seer, a revelator, a translator, and a prophet, having all the gifts of God which He bestows upon
the head of the church. 
But woe unto those in the Presidency of My church who keep not and sustain not My 
commandments! 
For unless they keep My commandments they have not the power, for not even the 
President of My church hath this power if he keep not the commandments pertaining to these 
gifts. 
For wherein can ye receive a blessing from My hand unless ye keep the commandment 
pertaining to that blessing? 
Yea, woe unto those in the Presidency of My church who refuse My word and live not My 
commandments. 
For did not I remove even Saul from his place when he rebelled against Me? 
For that which I have spoken shall surely come to pass, and shall surely be enacted, for they 
shall be smitten and their abominations exposed. 
What then can ye say? For it is written and decreed that I will send One to set in order My 
church, and that one appointed shall surely be smitten, for he putteth forth his hand and 
seeketh to steady the ark of God. 
He who hath an ear let him hear, and he who hath an eye let him see. 
Behold I say unto you, only by the Spirit of God can ye understand the things of God. 
Enter ye in at the strait gate and be saved, even at My coming, even the living and the 
dead." (Second Book of Commandments 18:58-68) 

"Yea, thus saith the still small voice, which whispereth through and pierceth all things, and 
often times it maketh my bones to quake while it maketh manifest, saying: 
And it shall come to pass that I the Lord God will send One mighty and strong, holding the 
scepter of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter 
words, eternal words; while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of 
God, and to arrange by lot the inheritances of the saints whose names are found, and the 
names of their fathers, and of their children, enrolled in the Book of the Law of God. 
While that man who was called of God and appointed, that putteth forth his hand to steady the 
ark of God, shall fall by the shaft of death, like as a tree that is smitten by the vivid shaft of 
lightning. 
And all they who are not found written in the Book of Remembrance shall find none 
inheritance in that day, but they shall be cut asunder, and their portion shall be appointed 
them among unbelievers, where are wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
These things I say not of myself; therefore, as the LORD speaketh, He will also fulfill." (D&C 
85:6-10) 
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John the Baptist-- 

John baptized the Messiah when 
he came. 

The Prophet Onias-- 

The One mighty and 
Strong will come to the 
School to be prepared 
for his work: 2BC 91:66 

"Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized to him. 
But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer me to be baptized of thee, for thus it becometh us 
to fulfill all righteousness. 
Then he suffered him." (Matthew 3:13-15) 

"And as they crucified My Son upon the cross, so also did the same spirit come upon these 
men, and they did slay My servant Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum, thinking that by 
destroying these men they would destroy My authority from the face of the earth. 
But this I allowed, for how then would Mine elect be identified, and how would they then 
be tried? 
Had I allowed the people to return to Independence, Missouri they would have immediately 
polluted it, just as the children of Israel would have polluted their inheritance had I allowed 
that generation to enter the promised land. 
For it was My will that a great sifting occur as prophesied by My servant John Taylor, for 
without this sifting Mine elect could not be found out nor purified and refined and be 
humbled sufficiently in preparation for the setting up of Zion. 
For although My servant Joseph Smith did restore Zion, that generation rejected it just as they
rejected the higher law in Moses' time. 
And thus I hid them up and brought them through the wilderness of sin to purify and refine 
Mine elect. 
And as I knew that this would happen, have I not promised One mighty and strong, having the
scepter of power in his hand to cleanse that which has been polluted and restore that 
which has been destroyed? 
Howbeit, the Priesthood restored by My servant Joseph Smith remained, and to those who 
have not polluted themselves and have truly repented of their sins, and on whom the 
Priesthood has been properly conferred, and who have honored My Priesthood by living My 
laws and keeping all of My commandments, I have given unto them My word through the 
prophet I have chosen. 
And I will give unto this man the same power that I gave unto My servant Moses. 
For will he not be "like unto Moses", for through the power that I give unto him he shall 
cleanse the church, and with a mighty hand restore the Kingdom and the Order and none shall
stay his hand. 
And I shall speak to him face to face as I did to My servant Moses, and I shall give unto him 
power to do these things. 
Yet he, like unto Moses, hath not the keys or authority over the School of the Prophets. 
For I have appointed another like unto My prophet Jethro, full of My Spirit, to hold these 
keys. 
Yet My servant "like unto Moses" shall not boast in this power as Moses did, for he doeth 
nothing of himself. 
And he shall give glory unto his God, otherwise he shall be left unto himself. 
And he shall consult with the School of the Prophets in all matters pertaining to the building 
of My Kingdom. 
For was he not brought up like unto My servant Moses, among the gentiles, yet because of his 
true lineage he has been chosen. 
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Nevertheless, he is ignorant of much of My law and must need come to the School which is 
the receptacle and source of all truth, that he may establish My Kingdom and Order on a firm 
foundation. 
The church also he must cleanse. As a man cleaneth a filthy platter, he shall cleanse it with one
sweep, and the wicked shall not stand, but all shall be removed, for there shall be no residue 
of filth left to pollute again My church. 
Oh, let the wise hear the words of My voice, even the voice of Jehovah, and heed and 
prepare themselves that they be not wanting on that day." (2BC 91:49-68) 

John the Baptist-- 

John was ordained by an angel 
to overthrow the kingdom of the 
Jews. (D&C 84:28) 

The Prophet Onias-- 

The work of Onias has 
sealed up the testi- 
mony against the Gentile 
church (2BC 131:13-14) 

"For he [John the Baptist] was baptized while he was yet in his childhood, and was ordained by 
the angel of God at the time he was eight days old unto this power, to overthrow the kingdom 
of the Jews, and to make straight the way of the LORD before the face of His people, to 
prepare them for the coming of the LORD in whose hand is given all power." 
(D&C 84:28) 

"Nevertheless, ye are no longer required to raise thy voice to the church, except to those who 
step forward to enquire of thee individually, for have ye not called upon Me in solemn 
assembly to bind up the law, and seal up the testimony against them? 
And I have heard thy prayers and supplications, and I have complied with thy request, for ye 
have done it according to My word and My will, and Mine angel did attend and witness; and 
what was done on earth was also recognized and recorded in the heavens." (2BC 
131:13-14) 

Obviously the parallel between John the Baptist and Onias is not a totally exact parallel. The Creator 
deals with man according to their circumstances, and the present time is different in many ways from 
the time of John the Baptist. Yet, these few parallels are significant. 

At the time of John the Baptist, the people of Israel had corrupted the true faith, and had committed all 
sorts of whoredoms against the LORD. For that reason, the LORD was set to fully turn against them, 
and to begin his work among the Gentiles. 

In our age the situation has come full circle, and the dominating Gentiles are full of all manner of 
abominations; and those who are in the Gentile church have corrupted the true faith. Thus, the LORD 
is now set to fully turn against them and to return again to his ancient covenant people Israel, and to 
restore unto Israel all the former blessings. All the ancient prophets, but especially those in the Book of 
Mormon, prophesied of this great latter-day "shift". 

"And the time cometh that He shall manifest Himself unto all nations, both unto the Jews and 
also unto the Gentiles; and after He has manifested Himself unto the Jews and also unto the 
Gentiles, then He shall manifest Himself unto the Gentiles, and also unto the Jews, and the last 
shall be first, and the first shall be last" (1 Nephi 13:42) 

"And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: At that day when the Gentiles shall 
sin against My gospel, and shall reject the fulness of My gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of 
their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole earth, and shall be filled with 
all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy, 
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and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do 
all those things, and shall reject the fulness of My gospel, behold saith the Father, I will bring the 
fulness of My gospel from among them. 
"And then will I remember My covenant which I have made unto My people, O house of Israel, 

and I will bring My gospel unto them." (3 Nephi 16:10-11) 

John the Baptist was known as "a burning and a shining light" (John 5:35) who "did no miracle" 
(Luke 5:33-35). The Prophet Onias in our day likewise is not known for great miracles, but the 
revelations he has received and written down in the Second Book of Commandments are some of the 
most significant revelations ever given to mankind, and are truly a "burning and a shining light" in our 
time. 

The work of the Prophet Onias is similar to the work of John the Baptist, it is NOT to replace the 
works of the church, but to hopefully bring about repentance within the church and its leaders. Did 
John the Baptist come to give a new law of Moses? Did he come to build up a new temple and 
Priesthood? No, he came as a forerunner for the Savior, seeking to bring about repentance among the 
Jews. 

Likewise, in our day, Onias and the School of the Prophets have not   been sent to replace the 
revelations and commandments given through Joseph Smith, nor to compete with the church's calling 
to do missionary work and other works, but (as is taught in D&C 88:127) to teach the church, and 
bring about a repentance from the rebellion in the church against living many of the commandments 
they were given. 

For example, Onias's revelations cry repentance concerning the law that a woman married into the 
New and Everlasting Covenant of Marriage must be given the opportunity to marry another man in the 
covenant if she loses her husband, even if it means polygamy (D&C 132:44; 2BC Preface:7). 

"And if she hath not committed adultery, but is innocent and hath not broken her vow, and she 
knoweth it, and I reveal it unto you, My servant Joseph, then shall you have power, by the 
power of My holy priesthood, to take her and give her unto him that hath not committed 
adultery but hath been faithful; 
For he shall be made ruler over many." (D&C 132:44) 

"Behold I say unto you, I detract none of My law, and to those who know and understand and 
live not, they are under condemnation, and shall be made to answer before My judgement at 
that day appointed. 
Behold, have I not said concerning those whose spouses have committed adultery and who 
have been true and faithful, that they shall be given to him that hath not committed adultery,
but hath been faithful? For thus it is decreed that the faithful be made ruler over many. 
Behold I say unto you, do ye do this? I say unto you nay, and many other things ye do not that
I have commanded, supposing that they are not now necessary. 
But I say unto you, that this is My law so that the innocent may not suffer, for a man by nature
will take care of his own, but hesitates to take care of that which to him does not belong. 
Yea, ye use as your excuse that the law of the land forbids this. Behold, I say unto you, it is not 
the law that ye fear, but the persecution that follows those that keep all My commandments. 
Behold My servant Joseph Smith, whom ye do now claim as a prophet, and do honor him in his 
rightful place, behold I say unto you, that he feared not men and continually petitioned the 
unrighteous judge to seek justice and redress for the wrongs done to My people and to those 
he loved. 
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And now I command that ye shall continually seek the rectification of the law of this land to 
the end that My saints can keep all My commandments according to the law, and if they hear 
not thy petition and allow them not to keep My commandments and ye do all in your power to 
bring this about, then I shall fight your battles as My will shall decree. 
But if ye keep not My commandments and seek not to bring about My will concerning this 
nation, behold it is because ye fear men and esteem the world of greater worth than My 
kingdom, and to be carnally minded is death, for this it is to be carnally minded." 2BC 
Preface:6-13 

Other marriage and economic laws, and also many church laws and practices, are being neglected by 
the Gentile church leadership as they seek to please the world, and continue on in the Gentile ways 
that "grind the face of the poor". This leads to their condemnation and much suffering among the 
church membership. 

"And the Gentiles are lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and have stumbled, because of the 
greatness of their stumbling block, that they have built up many churches; nevertheless, they 
put down the power and miracles of God, and preach up unto themselves their own wisdom 
and their own learning, that they may get gain and grind upon the face of the 
poor." (2 Ne 26:20)

"Yea, they have all gone out of the way; they have become corrupted. 
Because of pride, and because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have 
become corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; because of pride they are puffed up. 
They rob the poor because of their fine sanctuaries; they rob the poor because of their fine 
clothing; and they persecute the meek and the poor in heart, because in their pride they are 
puffed up." (2 Nephi 28:11-13) 

"And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few only 
who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine 
apparel, unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of iniquities;
and your churches, yea every one, have become polluted because of the pride of your hearts. 
For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of 
your churches more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted. 
O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers who sell yourselves for that which will canker, 
why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why do ye not think that greater is the value of 
an endless happiness than that misery which never dies--because of the praise of the 
world? (Mormon 8:36-38) 

At first, most people who encounter The Second Book of Commandments and the Prophet who 
received it find it to be a very strange work. But with careful study, with the enlightenment of the 
Spirit, this work is seen to be in harmony with the previous ways of the LORD, and a great 
preparation for the coming establishment of Zion. We testify in support of the Prophet Onias, and we 
proclaim that we know that he was a servant of the LORD, even a Prophet inspired by the Savior; and 
without fear we admonish all men to read the Second Book of Commandments and prepare themselves
for the coming cleansing of the church and the establishment of Zion and its laws. 
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