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"In l842 the Prophet Joseph taught me that through no
other medium than plural marriage could the great 
'Social Evil' of the present day be put away."  
   (“My Life's Review” by Benjamin F. Johnson, page 327 –
      Grandin Book Co., 1997, 404 p.)

"This doctrine so hateful and annoying to the feelings 
of many, was revealed from heaven to Joseph Smith, 
and obedience is required to it by the Latter-day 
Saints, -- this very principle will work out the moral 
salvation of the world."
   (JD l2:26l  Brigham Young, Aug. 9th, 1868)

"Plural marriage will be fostered and believed in by 
the more intelligent portion of the world as one of the 
best doctrines ever proclaimed to any people." 
  (JD 6:28l Brigham Young, August 29, 1852)

"I am satisfied that there is an immense amount of 
misunderstanding among the people of the world with 
respect to the Latter-day Saints and their belief in this 
peculiar doctrine. It is generally believed that we have
embraced it for sensual purposes, and that we are a 
sensual people. What a silly idea! Why, any man with 
a grain of common sense might know better if he 
would give a little reflection to the matter! How much 
easier it would be, if we were licentious, to practice 
licentiousness according to the popular method!   Why
go to the trouble and expense and incur the odium of 
sustaining wives and children merely to gratify 
licentiousness, when we could do it to the fullest 
extent, on the popular plan, without incurring odium 
or assuming responsibility and care.  ...We are solving 
the problem that is before the world today, over which
they are pretending to rack their brains, I mean the 
'Social Problem'. We close the door on our side, and 
say that whoredoms, seductions and adulteries must 
not be committed amongst us .…at the same time we 
open the door in the other direction and make plural 
marriage honorable. What is the result? Why, a 
healthy, pure and virtuous community which, in these 
respects, has no equal on the earth” 
  (JD 14:57-58 George Q. Cannon, August 15, 1869)  

No other woman in Mormon history ever played a 
role comparable to Eliza R. Snow's.  She wrote, 

'From personal knowledge I bear my testimony that 
Plural Celestial marriage is a pure and holy principle, 
not only tending to individual purity and elevation of 
character, but also instrumental in producing a more 
perfect type of manhood mentally and physically, as 
well as in restoring human life to it's former 
longevity.“ 
  (BYU Studies 12 (Autumn 1971) Eliza R. Snow's “Sketch of
    My Life” by Spencer J. Palmer,  p. 243)

"I increased in knowledge concerning the principle 
and ... today esteem it a precious, sacred principle -- 
necessary in the elevation and salvation of the human 
family -- in redeeming women from the curse, and the
world from corruptions 
  (Joseph Smith, the First Mormon, by Donna Hill, p. 352
     Quoted here)

Eliza also wrote: 

"'Every woman who is worthy of being called such, 
should defend it; it is truly woman's cause -- a cause 
which deeply involves, not only her present but her 
eternal interests -- which will eventually bring her 
back to the position from which she has fallen through
the disobedience of our first parents and crown her 
with eternal majesty.  

"Helen Mar Whitney, also a plural wife of Joseph 
Smith, indicated that:

“I know that it is a divine institution, and that it places
women as well as men upon a higher plane, and will 
more quickly free her from that bondage and curse 
which fell upon her through transgression, than any 
other, and that the ones who practice and advocate it 
will be the first to stand again as man’s equal, as did 
our first mother, Eve, in the garden of Eden. .”
  (A Woman's Veiw  Quoted Here)

Dr. John A. Widtsoe wrote: 

"Eugenic studies have shown the children of 
polygamous parents to be above the average, 
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physically and mentally. And the percentage of happy 
plural households was higher than that of 
monogamous families." 
  (E & R, p. 393 )

Gordon Hinckley, a modern Mormon leader wrote:

"Indications point to the fact that as a rule the children
of polygamous marriages were superior physically 
and mentally." 
  (TR, p. l38)

Juanita Brooks, a well known writer on Mormonism, 
wrote an article called A Close-up of Polygamy, in 
which she outlined a lot of information about her own 
family heritage.

…"I once overheard a conversation in which a girl 
from the East told of her acquaintance with a young 
man from a Mormon polygamous family. Her attitude 
expressed what appears to be a popular belief. She 
marveled at the young man's size, because, she said, 'I 
had always had an idea that in those big families the 
stock ran out, or something, and the children were 
undersized and ... anemic. But he certainly wasn't, and
he was one of twenty-eight, the youngest son of the 
third wife.'
…"I smiled as I thought of my father, also the 
youngest son of a third wife, also over six feet tall 
and, as a young man, perfectly proportioned. His 
brothers and sisters numbered forty-seven instead of 
twenty-eight, however, and every one of them was 
average or above in size, without a single deformity in
the group. My mother was the second child of the 
second wife, and her nineteen brothers and sisters 
were not only physically sound but were intellectually
superior - at least they produced a surprising number 
of school teachers and professional men."

She comments about the "remarkably low" incidence 
of infant mortality in her grandfather's family (who 
had 5 wives and 48 children). In speaking of her two 
grandfather's families, she said: 

"It is interesting to study the type of children that each
produced. ... They are also much inclined toward 

education; many of the grandchildren have become 
teachers, several at least have Master's degrees, and 
one has a Ph.D. They are all leaders in their various 
communities, all respected citizens. ... These were a 
remarkable group physically, all being large and well 
formed, without a deformity among them. ... Mother's 
babies came regularly every fifteen months to two and
a half years, but she seemed always to enjoy good 
health. She is today remarkably young looking and 
vigorous for a woman of sixty. 
  (HMM, Feb. l934, p. 299-305)

We now quote another non-Mormon, yet printed in a 
Mormon paper: 

"'I have demonstrated,' says the author of The History 
and Philosophy of Marriage, 'that our present system 
of monogamy is a counterfeit, stimulating the most 
loathsome vices of prostitution and hypocrisy; and I 
assert that the only effectual manner in which social 
purity and honesty can be maintained, is by promoting
the utmost freedom to marry...in the Holy Bible it 
teaches the innocence of polygamy, and the sinfulness 
of every form of sexual indulgence not guarded by a 
life-long marriage.'" 
  (Millennial Star 1877 Vol. 39  p. 406)

George Vetter wrote, in l958, concerning polygamy 
and the Mormons:  

“The eugenic consequences of this type of polygamy 
might well bear scientific investigation. In this field a 
scientific gold mine is being neglected here in 
America where the descendants of the Latter Day 
Saints who had a brief period of polygamous 
enthusiasm are still available for study. Educators with
first-hand acquaintance with this stock are unanimous 
in assuring me that the scions of these old polygamous
families are at least a cut or two above the run of the 
mill Saint of monogamous lineage." 

J. E. Hickman thesis:

"[Plural marriage] has been heralded from pulpit to 
senate; from press to university halls that plural 
marriage degenerated womanhood, ushered into the 
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world on an unequal footing - physically, mentally, 
and morally - besides lowering the moral and religious
standard of the people. While a student in the 
University of Michigan, I was often forced to listen to 
attacks ... made against plural marriage and its issue; 
viz.: that the offspring were demented, dwarfed, ill-
shapen densely ignorant' and that they were prone to 
criminal tendencies... With this in view, I began, 
nearly seven years ago to carefully and critically 
gather data on this subject until I had weighed and 
compared nearly twenty-four thousand persons.
…Marshalling the evidence together presented, there
is but one conclusion, and that is, plural marriage as
practiced by the Mormon people, is an uplift to the
human race.”
 ( J. E. Hickman's Masters Thesis, titled A Critical Study of  the
Monogamic  and  Polygamic  offspring  of  the  Mormon People,
submitted to Columbia University, Dept of Philosophy, l907)
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