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************************************************************ 

PREFACEPREFACEPREFACEPREFACE 
                         
            It is written in Malachi 4:5-6: "Behold I will 
send you Elijah the Prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the LORD, and he 
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse.” 
…please take notice of the character spoken of.  He 
shall "turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
(nothing is here said of the mothers) lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse."  This is a matter 
of great importance in the eyes of God, in its 
proper time. 
… 
            The author of this work is not a Mormon, 
although it is printed by their press.  It was the 
most convenient.  But the public will soon find out 
what he is, by his work. 
 
************************************************************ 

Chapter XVIII  Chapter XVIII  Chapter XVIII  Chapter XVIII      
On The Law Of MarriagOn The Law Of MarriagOn The Law Of MarriagOn The Law Of Marriageeee    

 
            I now enter upon an important matter 
which I would gladly have omitted, did not the 
restitution of the law of God require that we 
should clearly understand it. 
…         
            We all admit that sin is an unreasonable 
thing, and not to our interest.  Yet we practice it.  
This proves that an astonishing frailty exists in our 
minds.  But our sin is not the cause of this frailty, 
for it is manifest that this frailty is the cause of our 
sin.  When then arises this frailty, or imbecility of 
mind?  I answer that: "I have applied myself to seek 
and  search out wisdom, and the reason of things, 
and to know the cause of madness and foolishness.  
And I find that more bitter than death is the 
woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and whose 
hands are bonds." --Solomon [See Ecclesiastics 
7:26-27] 
            And thus we are involved in Adam's chains, 
and all the penalties and pains of slaveries' growth.  

But what should we understand by Adam's chains?  
Answer: Adam was enslaved by the woman, not by 
the serpent in the first instance, as we are taught 
by the word: "Adam was not deceived, but the 
woman being deceived was in the transgression."  
She gave unto man and he did eat.  Therefore, said 
Paul, "I suffer not a woman to teach or to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in subjection." 
[See 1 Timothy 2:12-14] 
            Her law and government over a man we Her law and government over a man we Her law and government over a man we Her law and government over a man we 
are thus taught by the Holy Spirit is an usurpaare thus taught by the Holy Spirit is an usurpaare thus taught by the Holy Spirit is an usurpaare thus taught by the Holy Spirit is an usurpation tion tion tion 
of power.  of power.  of power.  of power.  But Adam was enslaved by the woman, 
and so are we. 
            It is the nature of an unnatural and un-
lawful bondage to degrade the mind, bred and 
born and involved therein.  Hence, we have lost Hence, we have lost Hence, we have lost Hence, we have lost 
the original dignity, nobleness and excellency of the original dignity, nobleness and excellency of the original dignity, nobleness and excellency of the original dignity, nobleness and excellency of 
the masculine mindthe masculine mindthe masculine mindthe masculine mind; and have, as it respects the 
sex of our minds, become effeminate. 
… 
            It would have been impossible that the 
Christian nations with the Bible in their hands 
could have remained to this day servants of ser-
vants, and slaves of sin, continually deceiving and 
being deceived, even by the devil like Eve of old, 
had they not been possessed of the effeminate mind 
like Eve. 
            We are placed by our laws under the law of 
the woman.  But the Word of God saith, "The wife 
is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth, 
but if the husband be dead, she is at liberty to be 
married to whom she will, … but to be married to 
whom she will only in the LORD."  [1 Corinthians 
7:39] 
            This text shows what is meant by her being 
under the law of her husband, that is she is not at 
liberty to be married to another while she has a 
lawful husband yet living. 
            And if a man is bound to his wife in the 
same manner, then is he under the law of his wife.  
            Again,  "For a woman that hath a husband 
is bound by the law to her husband as long as her 
husband liveth, but if her husband be dead, she is 
loose from the law of her husband."  (Romans 7:2) 
            But in no place in the holy book do we But in no place in the holy book do we But in no place in the holy book do we But in no place in the holy book do we 
read that a man is bound by the law of his wife as read that a man is bound by the law of his wife as read that a man is bound by the law of his wife as read that a man is bound by the law of his wife as 
long as his wife livlong as his wife livlong as his wife livlong as his wife liveth.  eth.  eth.  eth.  Such an idea and law 
would be, and is, subversive of all righteous 
government; and it disorganizes the whole system 
of truth.  A man cannot be lawfully placed under 
the law of his wife, for he is the head. 
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            The government of the wife is therefore 
placed in the husband by the law of God, for he is 
the head. "I suffer not a woman, saith the LORD, to 
teach or to usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in subjection." 
            How then can a man be righteously placed 
under the law of a woman?  The word of God The word of God The word of God The word of God here here here here 
expressly declares that such authority is an expressly declares that such authority is an expressly declares that such authority is an expressly declares that such authority is an 
usurpation of power.usurpation of power.usurpation of power.usurpation of power.    
            Neither can the woman herself, nor the 
human family prosper when the woman takes a 
station for which she was not created. 
… 
            The evil consequences resulting from the 
imperfection of our laws upon this subject are 
many, and destructive to this whole nation.  .  .  .  And as 
Satan gained the ascendancy over man by the 
submission of the man to the woman, so he must 
be expelled by exalting man to his original 
authority and dignity, and by forming our laws 
exactly according to the divine pattern… 
            This only can restore order, good family 
government and peace.  Multitudes of families are 
now in confusion, and wretchedly governed.  This 
is a great evil. 
… 
            There is a great evil that lies in our law of 
divorcement.  This law in our country is imperfect 
in principle. That it is imperfect is evident from the 
changes it is frequently undergoing and from the 
fact that it is now different in different States.  How 
can it be that a divine law should be imperfect and 
changeable? 
… 
            Let us now examine the law of Christ upon 
this matter (Matthew 5:32): "But I say unto you 
that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery; and whosoever marrieth her that is put 
away committeth adultery."  
            Here we learn the only true and lawful 
cause of divorcement.  It is the fornication of the 
wife against her husband. 
            But surely this is not what is commonly 
called fornication literally, or of the body--for this 
offense a married woman cannot commit. 
            Fornication as it is generally understood, is 
the lewdness of unmarried persons. But you will 
say that in this case you have always understood it 
to mean the same thing as adultery. 
            But what propriety is there in thus 

understanding it?-- 
… 
            But if a man should put away his wife for 
the crime of adultery, would the man who should 
afterwards marry her, or the woman either be less 
guilty of the crime?  Can one crime clear a person 
from the same crime afterwards? 
            Observe, Christ does not call fornication a 
crime in a married woman, neither is it a crime in 
a married woman, but a justifiable cause for 
putting her away. 
            It does not read, "If a man put away his 
wife, except for the crime of adultery."  But it 
reads, "If a man put away his wife, except for the 
cause of fornication", he therefore causeth her to 
commit adultery by a second marriage. 
            Now it is evident that the cause why a man 
might put away his wife could not be the 
consequence of putting her away without the 
existence of that cause.  The one is fornication, the 
other adultery. 
            The truth is this:The truth is this:The truth is this:The truth is this:    the spiritual law of 
marriage is binding upon both the body and the 
mind of the wife equally.  The prostitution of the 
body after marriage constitutes adultery, but tbut tbut tbut the he he he 
alienationalienationalienationalienation of the mind or affections constitutes  of the mind or affections constitutes  of the mind or affections constitutes  of the mind or affections constitutes 
fornication in a married woman.fornication in a married woman.fornication in a married woman.fornication in a married woman.    
            The sexual cohabitation of unmarried 
persons is not adultery, but fornication.  Because 
although their minds may be united in the closest 
ties of affections and love, yet she is not given in 
marriage by the marriage covenant.  Therefore it is 
fornication. 
            But after the body and mind are both ob-
ligated by the marriage covenant, if the mind of 
the wife-- which was equally bound with the body 
to obey and to be in subjection in all things by the 
spiritual nature of the covenant-- becomes 
alienated from her husband, she commits forni-
cation against her husband, because the mind of 
the wife was bound to yield obedience and 
submission to her husband in all things as well as 
the body, by the spiritual nature of that covenant. 
            In this latter case the mind of the married 
woman is prostituted, in the former (that is of the 
unmarried woman) the body was prostituted.  In 
either case it is fornication, and in the case of the 
married woman the only proper and legal cause of 
divorce. 
            And the wife can commit fornication 
against her husband in no other possible way.  For 
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if she prostitutes her body after marriage it is 
adultery. 
… 
            Some may suppose, no doubt, that Christ in 
the case of the woman who was accused before 
him of adultery, softened or entirely disannulled 
this law. 
            If he entirely disannulled this law, then 
there is no law against adultery, for he did not 
enact a substitute, and no Gentile legislature has a 
right to meddle with the law of Jehovah. 
            But the above idea is no doubt an incorrect 
understanding of the matter. 
            We should recollect the office in which 
Christ acted.  The law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.(John 1:17) 
            Christ did not act in the capacity of a 
legislator, but as an illustrator of the law, a 
teacher, a servant.  It was incompatible with his 
mission to even act as a judge in legal matters.  
Hence he would condemn no sinner.  It was not 
consistent that he, who came to redeem sinners 
from the condemning power of the law with his 
own blood, should condemn them by the law. 
            The Jews knew this to be his profession; 
hence they brought the woman before him, 
thinking to entrap him in this case. 
            But with what wisdom he frustrated their 
design is manifest.  "Stone her", he said, "I do not 
teach the violation of the law; but let him who has 
not violated cast the first stone."  [See John 8:3-11; 
Deut 17:7]  None but the Son of God, situated as he 
was, could have escaped from this trap. 
… 
            We should recollect that the marriage 
relation is clearly illustrated to us by the relation 
that exists between Christ and his church.  When 
the church ceases to obey Christ, and to love him, 
they then commit fornication against him, and 
thus is the term used when speaking of a bride 
throughout the scriptures. 
            When the church rebels against her lawful 
husband and master, Jesus Christ, and will not 
submit to him in all things, she then commits 
fornication against him--and this is the plain sense 
of the matter. 
            So in the case of the wife, when she refuses 
to submit cheerfully to her husband in all things, 
(a broad commandment this, but limited by reason 
and love only) when she ceases to reverence her 
husband, to be submissive to him, trusting in her 

husband and believing in him, then she commits 
fornication against the law of marriage, and 
against him-- even as the false church has against 
Christ. 
            And in no other possible way can she 
commit this act, and it then becomes the right of 
her husband to write her a bill of divorcement 
according to the strict letter of the law of God 
given by Moses, and to put her away unless she 
repents. 
            A right understanding of this matter, and a 
correct law properly executed--together with the 
knowledge and restitution of the whole penal law 
of God, and the glorious and everlasting gospel--
would restore this nation to peace and order, and 
man to his true dignity, authority and government 
of the earthly creation. 
            It would soon rectify the domestic circle, 
and establish a proper head over the families of the 
earth, and be the means of driving Satan--yea, of 
driving Satan from the human mind, and setting a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations 
no more until his time. [See Revelations 20:2-3] 
            And by no other means can order and 
peace be restored to man.  And by no other means 
can the hearts of the fathers be turned to their 
children, and the hearts of the children be turned 
to their fathers. 
…    
                                                Nothing is farther from the minds of our 
wives in general than the idea of submitting to 
their husbands in all things, and of reverencing 
their husbands.  They will boldly ridicule the idea 
of calling them sincerely in their hearts lords and 
masters.  But God has positively required this of 
them, even as Sarah of old, that excellent woman, 
having now no parallel on earth. 
            "Likewise ye wives, be in subjection to your 
own husbands... even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lordcalling him lordcalling him lordcalling him lord; whose daughters ye are, as long 
as ye do well, and are not afraid with any 
amazement."  (See 1 Peter 3:6) 
            And under existing circumstances our 
wives can never become the daughters of Sarah in 
the spirit, nor enjoy the inheritance with her in a 
glorious immortality. 
  … 
            It might be under our circumstances re-
quite to compel the husband who thought of 
putting away his wife, to go before the magistrate, 
and there affirm the fact that he was about to 
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divorce his wife--stating under oath the true cause 
or causes, such as: willful disobedience to his 
reasonable commands, disrespectful language, a 
refusal to submit to him in all reasonable things; 
and make it the duty of the magistrate to record 
the oath and testimony thus given. 
            The magistrate would exercise no other 
judgment or supervision in the case, than to verify 
that the evidence did prove that the cause or 
causes did exist as described by law, and that no 
abuse or battery had been offered by the husband 
against the wife--and that persuasion had been 
used kindly and gently, and space given her to 
repent, and she repented not.  … 
            Then let the husband write her a bill of 
divorcement, and but her away; and she may then 
go and be married to another man; the bill would 
also be a matter of record, signifying a freedom 
from her former husband. 
… 
            These are great hail stones of truth that These are great hail stones of truth that These are great hail stones of truth that These are great hail stones of truth that 
cannot be resisted, beating with destrucannot be resisted, beating with destrucannot be resisted, beating with destrucannot be resisted, beating with destructive vioctive vioctive vioctive vio----
lence upon the very foundation of mystery lence upon the very foundation of mystery lence upon the very foundation of mystery lence upon the very foundation of mystery 
Babylon, and I am persuaded as we advance in Babylon, and I am persuaded as we advance in Babylon, and I am persuaded as we advance in Babylon, and I am persuaded as we advance in 
the investigation of these thinthe investigation of these thinthe investigation of these thinthe investigation of these things, that the storm gs, that the storm gs, that the storm gs, that the storm 
will thicken.will thicken.will thicken.will thicken.    
 
            But you may inquire, if the husband be-
comes alienated towards his wife, while she re-
mains sincerely attached to him, has he not a right 
to put her away? 
            No! By no means.  He shall not drive his 
affectionate and faithful wife from him, while she 
remains pure in heart, and sincerely attached to 
him.  This is that putting away which the LORD 
hates, which he hath forbidden, and in which he 
has not set the example. 
…        But if a woman be alienated in her heart, 
the case is different.  There is then a serious reason 
why she must be put away.  Children begotten and 
born of an alienated woman are born of 
fornication in the spirit or mind.  This is a great 
injury to the minds of such children.  It injures 
their intellectual powers, and disposition of mind. 
            Hence, we have often observed that chil-
dren born of young women in an unmarried state, 
the production of an illicit love, are often the most 
bright and active, and possessed of greater natural 
gifts than many other children. God, who knows 
the nature of His own work, has therefore 
forbidden the propagating our species from an 

alienated woman. 
…        But a bastard, that is a child born of for-
nication, or of an alienated woman, shall not enter 
into the congregation of the LORD to the tenth 
generation. 
… 
            But if the husband commit fornication, 
shall not the wife be entitled to a bill against him?  
Impossible.  Did Christ say a woman shall not put 
away her husband saving for the cause of 
fornication? 
            Here is a wrong idea in your head, an idea 
of a woman divorcing her husband.  How can she 
do this for any offense?  The man is not under the 
law of marriage to his wife.  But the wife is bound 
by the law of her husband as long as her husband 
liveth.  A divorced man is a creature no where 
recognized in the scriptures, or in the law of God. 
… 
            The wife is given to her husband, and is 
bound by the law of her husband, and the husband 
cannot legally be put away under the law of his 
wife--unless you should thereby indeed fulfill 
literally (as in fact you have done) the saying of the 
prophet Isaiah: "Children are the oppressors of My 
people, and women rule over them" (See Isaiah 
3:12) 
… 
            What, although a woman is not known to 
be an adulteress, yet she may be a perfect devil to 
her husband, train him in the most imperious 
manner, despise him in her heart, abuse him 
before his children, drive him like a menial slave 
where she pleases--and he must tamely submit to 
the ungodly law of his wife, must hug the serpent 
to his bosom, and love her as he does his own 
body! 
            ImpossibleImpossibleImpossibleImpossible! and degrading to the nature of  and degrading to the nature of  and degrading to the nature of  and degrading to the nature of 
man.man.man.man.  It is altogether unlawful and ruinous to the 
families of the nation. 
            The means which your ungodly law puts 
into the hands of a proud termagant, and alienated 
woman of torturing her husband, and ruining all 
his affairs as well as his soul, and his children to 
the tenth generation, cannot be written on paper. 
            The evils that this nation now suffers by this 
erroneous law cannot be enumerated, neither shall 
we comprehend them until the law of God is 
restored, and true order and righteous government 
is established in the land.  Then will we discover 
the contrast, and not till then. 
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… 
            Order and government must and should Order and government must and should Order and government must and should Order and government must and should 
exist, and God only knows where the power exist, and God only knows where the power exist, and God only knows where the power exist, and God only knows where the power 
should be placed to effect it.  And He has placeshould be placed to effect it.  And He has placeshould be placed to effect it.  And He has placeshould be placed to effect it.  And He has placed it d it d it d it 
in the hands of the man.in the hands of the man.in the hands of the man.in the hands of the man.  And how is it possible 
that it ever should be effected by placing two 
powers of equal force in direct opposition to each 
other? 
            This power of the man over the woman 
does not consist in the right of abuse and corporal 
punishment, which does violence to the nature of 
the marriage relation, but in the true law of 
divorcement established by God himself for the 
purpose of righteous  government and peace. 
            Neither has any legislature in Christendom 
a right to alter, amend or change it in the least; 
only to appoint the means, and order the execution 
thereof.  For what God has joined together, let not 
man put asunder. 
            Bills of divorcement according to our laws 
of the Gentiles are therefore unlawful.  They 
cannot by their acts separate lawfully what God 
has joined together--he hath forbidden it. 
            And many are now living in fornication 
and adultery in the sight of God., in which they, 
and all those who thus cause the violation of the 
law of God, must give an account to Him, who is 
ready to judge the quick and the dead at His 
appearing, and in His kingdom. 
… 
 
            The idea of a woman taking a man to be 
her husband is not found in the Word of God.  But 
the man marries the woman, and the woman is 
given in marriage.  She is therefore the property of 
the husband in marriage.  But the husband is not 
the property of the wife in any sense of the word. 
            It is not said, even in the holy decalogue 
when Mount Sinai was all on fire, and trembled at 
the presence of Jehovah, in that solemn exhibition 
of the power and glory of God, in the holy 
decalogue, written with the finger of God himself, 
it is not said, "Thou shalt not"Thou shalt not"Thou shalt not"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's  covet thy neighbor's  covet thy neighbor's  covet thy neighbor's 
husbandhusbandhusbandhusband."  No verily, she has no such property.."  No verily, she has no such property.."  No verily, she has no such property.."  No verily, she has no such property. 
            But, "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, his 
ox, nor his ass, nor anything thy neighbor 
possesses."  [Exodus 20:17] Here the wife is 
pronounced the husband's property, as much as 
his own body. 
            For she is the glory of the man, and if a 

virtuous woman, her price is above rubies.  A 
different kind of property, and held by a different 
tenure,  according to the law being bound to the 
husband, and cannot be sold. 
… 
            Thus you see, my countrymen, how the old 
harlot Rome, the old mother of harlots, has 
committed fornication against Christ, and then has 
taught our wives to commit fornication against us 
with impunity.  And has thus made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
[See Revelations 18:3] 
… 
            In ancient times, under the law of God, the 
permission of a plurality of wives had a direct 
tendency to prevent the possibility of fornication in 
the wife. 
            For the law of divorcement, and all the law 
on the subject, sustained the lawful and in-
dependent power  of the husband over the wife, 
and his dignity of character was thereby sup-
ported. 
            The interests, the hopes, the prospects of the 
wife were all turned in the opposite direction by 
the law, where indeed her mind always should be.  
Her main object was to win and retain the 
affections of her husband. 
            And there was no means more successful 
for this purpose than to bear him many children: 
for reasons which will hereafter appear.  Hence, 
wives were so grieved at the idea of barrenness. 
… 
            The first law ever made upon this subject of 
marriage is contained in these words, "And unto 
the woman he said, in sorrow shalt thou bring 
forth children, and thy desire shall be unto thy and thy desire shall be unto thy and thy desire shall be unto thy and thy desire shall be unto thy 
husband, and husband, and husband, and husband, and he shall rule over theehe shall rule over theehe shall rule over theehe shall rule over thee...." (Genesis 
3:16) 
            This shows that the desire of wives cannot 
be maintained towards their husbands unless they 
do absolutely reign over them by the strong and 
righteous arm of the law.  Because these 
prospositions ["thy desire shall be unto thy husthy desire shall be unto thy husthy desire shall be unto thy husthy desire shall be unto thy hus----
bandbandbandband," and "and he shall rule over theeand he shall rule over theeand he shall rule over theeand he shall rule over thee."] are both 
pronounced by God Himself in connection, and 
they must be connected or neither will exist.  And 
it is so, in the nature of things. 
            It is evident that the sovereignty of the 
husband over his wife, herein bestowed by God 
himself, cannot righteously be supported by any 
other means, than by the law, neither can pros-
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perity attend the human family upon any other 
principles. 
… 
            But suppose a married man entice a maid, 
shall not the wife be entitled to a bill of divorce 
against him?  This is not an offense against his 
wife, neither is it against the maid, but altogether 
in the maid's favor. 
            It is not against the wife, for the man is not 
under the law of marriage to his wife in any sense 
whatever, neither can he be put under the law of 
the woman without disorganizing the whole 
system of the law of God and of righteousness. 
            If he has addressed the maid without the 
father's consent, it is against the father, for which 
the law of God expressly provides.  And the wife 
has no concern nor control in this matter. 
… 
            The honor, the affections, and the pros-
perity of the father and husband are powerful 
checks to his becoming a tyrant.  The fatherly 
government has in all ages where it has been 
supported, been found the most virtuous and just. 
            Besides, the law can easily and completely 
control any disposition of a tyrannical nature in 
the supreme head of a family, without bringing 
him under the unlawful and ruinous bondage of a 
woman. 
            If he requires anything of his wife which 
love and reason would not dictate, or if he inflicts 
blows upon his wife, it is of the nature of assault 
and battery. 
            And if he is convicted of such an offense, it 
is the law of God that he be publicly whipped, not 
to exceed forty stripes, according to the ag-
gravation of the offense.  And where, I inquire, 
would such a man go to get a wife after he was 
known? 
            Such men, if any there be among us, ought 
not to be the fathers of the rising generation, for 
we now enter the Millennium. 
            For by the Law of Christ, a man is bound to 
be kind to his wife, and he is under the Law of 
Christ, who is his lawful head, but not under the 
law to his wife.  The wife has no right to teach, 
admonish, reprove, rebuke or to exercise any kind 
of dictation whatever  He is her head, and she 
should be guided by the head.    
            If the wife wants to know anything, let her 
ask her husband at home.  She hath therefore the 
right of petition.  And this is a right that all who 

are governed should possess. 
            If she will seek any other guide, depending 
on something else besides her husband, (except it 
be the LORD, who is the head of all), she must be 
miserable--she is out of the order which God has 
established in the creation, and wretchedness is the 
inevitable fruit.  Therefore, the law should confine 
her completely under her husband's power for 
good, but not for evil. 
…………    
            "But the head of the woman is man, and the 
head of the man is Christ."  "I suffer no"I suffer no"I suffer no"I suffer not a woman t a woman t a woman t a woman 
to teach or to usurp authority over the man, but to teach or to usurp authority over the man, but to teach or to usurp authority over the man, but to teach or to usurp authority over the man, but 
to be in subjectionto be in subjectionto be in subjectionto be in subjection." [See 1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:12] 
            Here we are infHere we are infHere we are infHere we are informed that an attempt ormed that an attempt ormed that an attempt ormed that an attempt 
even to teach her husband is an usurpation of even to teach her husband is an usurpation of even to teach her husband is an usurpation of even to teach her husband is an usurpation of 
power forbidden by the Holy Spirit.power forbidden by the Holy Spirit.power forbidden by the Holy Spirit.power forbidden by the Holy Spirit. 
… 
            If a woman does commit fornication against 
her husband, and does not reform, it is his 
indispensable duty to put her away. 
            And how is it possible that a reasonable 
woman could desire to live with a man, when in 
her heart she is alienated from him? 
            Surely she would much rather be free, that 
she might lawfully unite with some man whom she 
could respect and love. 
            It is therefore a privilege to a wife in such 
case--it is a proof positive by her confession that 
she is alienated in heart from her husband. 
            And the law then should compel the hus-
band to give her a bill, whatever the husband's 
feelings or affections towards her might be 
notwithstanding 
            Thus it is the woman that can break this 
covenant, not the man, because the woman is the 
subject of this law, and not the ruler by the law. 
            So neither can Christ Jesus Himself break 
the covenant of promise that binds the church to 
him.  But the church can apostatize, as she has 
done, and thereby she has been put away. 
            Yet the law, however, fixes a check upon 
the light versatility of the mind of the woman by 
her not being allowed any dowry in such case, and 
no control over her children if she has any. 
            The support and education of the children 
belong to the father, and all his substance is to 
perform those duties with. 
            The law therefore in all respects is calcu-
lated to turn the hearts of the fathers  to the 
children, and the hearts of the children to their 
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fathers.  Not only in this instance, but by exalting 
their authority, influence and dignity of character 
in the earth.  Even so let it be, saith the LORD, lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse. 
            The father of a family is the image of God, 
and it is not well pleasing to Him that His par-
ticular image on earth should be degraded by law, 
unlawfully. 
            The wife in the above case takes nothing 
but her own property, unless the husband is 
pleased to give, for the law allows of no schism in 
the body, or grounds of contention, and there is 
none. 
            And the divorced wife, after being married 
to another, cannot return to her former husband. 
… 
            And nations being thus brought under one 
and the same system of perfect government, would 
soon have no cause of war, and with clear 
illustration of the rational truth of God, they would 
soon beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks, and learn war no more 
[See Isaiah 2:4]  So might it be. 
… 
            But you may object, that you place the 
governing power of marriage in neither of the 
parties, but in the court.  But the law of God never 
placed this power in the hands of the Pope, nor 
court. 
            Do you not perceive that this opens a door 
of unlawful litigation between the husband and the 
wife, and places the power we speak of equally in 
the hands of both, separating in open hostility 
what God has joined together? 
…        And in fact you have no settled principle of 
divorcement; but Popes and courts do as they 
please with the bodies and souls of mankind. 
… 
            Is Christ under the law to the church in any 
sense of the word?  Impossible.  So neither is the 
husband under the law of marriage to his wife in 
any sense of the word. 
            But is he not bound to love his wife, and 
provide for her by the law of marriage?  Truly, he 
is thusly bound, but not by the law of marriage, 
but by the law of Christ, which also binds him 
even to love his enemies, consequently to provide 
for his own, and especially them of his own 
household. 
            So also by the law of his head and husband 
he is bound to give his wife a bill of divorcement 

when she becomes alienated from him. 
            God anciently said unto His church, "I am 
married unto thee." (Jeremiah 3:14)  If the law of 
marriage places the husband under any govern-
ment whatever, or if he is thereby laid under any 
obligation whatever, then was God under the law 
and government of His church, and under the 
same obligations to her by being married to her. 
…         
            The families of the earth now are filled with 
confusion, and held together only by a principle 
similar to that by which the goats and wild beasts 
herd together.  Hence, it is termed in scripture, the 
government of the beast. 
…        As two oxen will not work peaceably to-
gether in the yoke until this point is settled, so in 
the marriage yoke there is no peace until this 
matter is determined--which often remains a 
continual jar and confusion through life, begetting 
coldness and contempt for each other, and sowing 
the seeds of ruin in the family;;;; because the strong 
arm of the law is the only thing that can peaceably 
settle this matter. 
… 
            Many men of the best talents that their 
generation affords remain bachelors, or are totally 
ruined; and in their course are the ruin of many 
females--for the better the intellect, the less willing 
he is to be a slave, and especially under the 
tyranny of an unnatural yoke of bondage. 
            But the law of God settles this matter at 
once, and declares that the head of the woman is 
the man, and the head of the man is Christ--and 
fixes the governing power according. 
                                                In ninety-nine instances out of a hundred 
no doubt, where the woman is naturally of a mild 
and submissive make, the families live in peace.  
And where it is otherwise, it is reason that the law 
should enforce peace, so that this great and 
important object should be effected.    
                                                If the law of God was established, and 
faithfully executed in this important matter, it is 
manifest that peace in all the families of the nation 
would be the inevitable result, and the marriage 
state would become a paradise.  And this would be 
the greatest blessing in its effects and consequences 
ever yet conferred upon any people. 
… 
            The practice of courts and legislative bodies 
in granting bills of divorcement is an assumption 
of power and tyranny in its nature, not authorized 
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by the scriptures, the only true authority upon this 
subject, and in imitation of the Pope of Rome, who 
formally assumed all power, and from whom this 
wicked and unlawful assumption of power has 
manifestly been derived.  And it was first effected 
when the beast made war with the saints and 
overcame them, and power was given him over all 
nations. (Revelations 13:7) 
            Then did the dreadful divorcement take 
place, called the apostasy, in consequence of which 
we have gone astray, and have run into disorder 
and confusion, wretchedness, ignorance, misery, 
bloodshed, wars, and cruelties; which have 
prevailed even among Christians ever since. 
… 
            Hence old Rome is styled correctly, 
"Mystery Babylon," the mother of harlots and the 
abominations of the earth.  And she has made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication [See Revelations 17:2,3] 

………… 
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            Again, there is another law of God, re-
specting sexual intercourse, worthy of our re-
spectful attention. 
            If a man lie carnally with a bond woman, 
married or betrothed, which would be adultery 
and punishable with death to both parties if she 
was free--but yet, because she is not free, but a 
bond woman, she only shall be scourged, and the 
man must make a sin offering, and he is forgiven. 
[See Leviticus 19:20-21] 
            Thus does God in His law not only rec-
ognize the right of holding our fellow creatures as 
property and in bondage, but frames His laws in 
all cases agreeably thereto. 
            And what we would particularly notice in 
this matter, lowers down the penalty from death, 
to a trifling sin offering; while the woman, not the 
man, suffers the corporeal punishment, but 
certainly not severe. 
            For although the law does command 
scourging in some cases as the only proper penalty 
or corrective, yet in no case more than forty 
stripes. 
            How certain it is that God has never made 

all men equal, neither has he intended to make 
them equal in this world, nor in that which is to 
come.  But He will reward every man according to 
his works. 
            O ye miserable fanatics of New England, 
who strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.  
Teaching an endless torment of some of your 
fellow men, while you strain at the idea of Negro 
slaves not being made equal with the chosen 
people of God.  You must be rebuked into obedi-
ence to the law of God, or you yourselves be made 
slaves everlastingly. 
… 
            Again, there is another law respecting the 
crime which we denominate a rape. (See Deut. 
22:28-30)] 
            In this case the man was compelled to 
marry the maid, and was forbidden to put her 
away all his life.  He must provide her a dowry as a 
wife, and provide for her forever; and moreover 
pay a heavy fine to her father. 
            If a man seduce a maid, and then refuse to 
marry her, it is the same offense as to put away a 
wife without a lawful cause; 
            He thereby causeth her to commit adultery 
as our Lord declares; therefore he is adjudged 
guilty of adultery being the cause of that crime--
and therefore worthy of death, by the perfect law 
of God, which searcheth the hearts and trieth the 
reins of the children of men. 
            This law would protect our young ladies 
from all harm of this kind. 
            If a man entice a maid without first ob-
taining the consent of her father to address her, 
and if the father refuses to give her in marriage, 
then the man is compelled to pay money according 
to the dowry of virgins. 
… 
            Thus does the law of God make the father 
the supreme head of his family.  Yet he has no 
right to compel his daughter to be married without 
her consent.  For it is unlawful for the woman to 
be held even by marriage contrary to her free 
choice, for the woman must not be enslaved by 
marriage. 
            But suppose a man (that already has a wife) 
entice a maid, how then could he marry her?  If a 
man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie 
with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife.  
There is no condition that can justify him in 
refusing to marry her.   
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            The kind hearted and affectionate maid or 
wife shall not be put away or neglected on pain of 
death.  There is no positive law of God against a 
man marrying Leah and Rachel both--so long as 
he is a good and faithful husband, he is justified by 
the law of Christ, his lawful head. 
… 
            By taking away a man's lawful right of 
giving divorcement when his wife rebels; and by 
depriving him of the right of marrying more than 
one wife, you totally annihilate his power of 
peaceable government over a woman, and deprive 
the family of its lawful and necessary head. 
            But the husband is under the law to Christ, 
who is his lawful head.  And He forbids the man 
from putting away his affectionate wife in any 
case. 
            When the law of God shall be restored, it 
will have a direct tendency to turn the desire of the 
wife towards her husband, as God has ordained, 
and fornication will finally cease to take place in a 
married woman. 
… 
            The expense and care of a numerous family 
and the support of many wives will be a sufficient 
check to men in ordinary circumstances, not to go 
excess in multiplying wives which they must 
support, and cannot put away or willfully neglect 
on pain of death. 
            And in fact, vile men will not be able to 
obtain wives so easily. 
… 
            But if a man entice a maid that is not be-
trothed to him, and lie with her, he shall suffer 
death.  Such is the perfect law of God.  And David 
by the Holy Spirit of Truth declares that the law of 
God is perfect. [See Psalm 9:7] 
            This penalty may appear unreasonably 
severe to Gentiles, educated as they are, but when 
we consider attentively the circumstances in which 
the man is placed by the law of God, why should 
he desire to put away the kind hearted wife, or the 
affectionate maid which he has only thought 
proper to woo to his embrace?  Especially when 
the law not only permits him to retain them both, 
but requires it, at the peril or his life, and a 
disobedient one he can discharge. 
… 
            We might here remark, that the abomi-
nable crime of a maiden beguiled and deserted by 
the man, and a wife and family abandoned to the 

mercy of a heartless world, never did occur in the 
land of Israel.  Neither can they occur where the 
perfect law of God bears rule. 
            A law therefore which would annihilate 
such unnatural and cruel crimes, with the endless 
catalogue of ruinous evils that follow in their train, 
and which at the same time would harm nobody, 
must be acknowledged by reason to be a holy and 
righteous and perfect law. 
… 
            If the true law of divorcement was restored, 
without any other improvements, and the penalty 
for adultery, they would be great blessings to this 
nation. 
            For then a man would have power to 
maintain peace and order in his family, and 
women would not be compelled to live with men 
whom they did not love, and all cruelty towards 
wives would cease. 
            And the propagating of our species from an 
alienated woman would be prevented, which in its 
effects and consequences is the greatest evil that 
exists among us. 
            But yet while a man is bound by law to one 
wife only, the cause of jealousy in a married 
woman still exists. 
            The jealousy of a married woman is a thing 
not named in the whole volume of the Bible, and 
because it could not exist under the law of God.  
And it is the principle cause of the alienation of 
wives. 
… 
            The law of God does not forbid to marry, 
like the law of the Gentiles. … As we have before 
said, the woman cannot marry, but the man 
marries the woman, and she is given in marriage. 
            The law which forbids a man to marry any 
free woman whom he pleases is a particular mark 
of Anti-Christ. 
            "Now the Spirit speaks expressly that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscious 
seared as with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, 
(that is the man, for the woman cannot marry), to 
abstain from meats which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them which believe 
and know the truth." (1 Timothy 4:1-3) 
            But the law of God forbids the man to put 
away his wife without a lawful cause, or to 
abandon her on pain of death.  The word saith of 
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the woman: if her husband be dead she is at liberty 
to be married to whom she will, only in the LORD. 
            But our law saith she is at liberty to be 
married to whom she will, provided the man has 
not a wife already. 
            It is evident that the apostle knew of no 
such proviso.  In fact, he has declared by the Holy 
Spirit that there was no such exception.  But the 
exception that can exist is that he should be a 
believer. 
            The liberty of marriage to persons of every 
description according to the law of God reads thus: 
            1st. A maid who has not been given in 
marriage, and who hath a father, is not at liberty to 
be married without the consent of her father.  But 
with his consent she is at liberty to be married to 
whom she will. 
            2nd. The maid who has not been given in 
marriage, and has no father living, is at liberty to 
whom she will. 
            3rd. The woman who has been married, 
and is legally free from her husband, or husbands, 
by death or otherwise, is free to be married to 
whom she will. 
            4th. A man is at liberty at all times to marry 
any free woman or maid he pleases--certain 
degrees of consanguinity in all cases excepted. 
            And a woman is not bound to live with any 
man contrary to her own free will and choice; but 
if she desire it she must be freed. 
            The law of God protects completely the 
rights of women from all oppression, so far as they 
have any rights that can be of use to them or the 
world of mankind. 
            And it protects the rights of men in like 
manner. 
            It also defines the rights both of men and 
women, and grants full protection to all good and 
virtuous men and women, while it rains down 
wrath and destruction upon all who do evil.  Such 
as do well have naught to fear. 
… 
                                            The stupidity of modern Christian nations 
upon this subject is horribly astonishing. 
            The abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, 
[See Daniel 9:27; 11:31] was the laws of the 
Gentiles, superseding the penal laws of God in the 
civil government of His people, and which began 
to be effected about the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and was ultimately consummated, 

confirmed and established by placing the man 
under the law of the woman, by authority in the 
church of Rome. 
            This was indeed the abomination of 
desolation; a power standing by law where it ought 
not. 
… 
            The question is not now to be debated 
whether these things are so, neither is it a question 
of much importance who wrote this book.  But the 
question, the momentous question is, will you now 
restore the law of God on this important subject, 
and keep it? 
            Remember that the law of God is given by 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost.  Speak not a word 
against it at your peril. 
            O Americans, are you the people who will 
not have this man Christ Jesus to rule over you?  I 
hope not.  I should be grieved to see you slain 
before Him. 
 


