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The Prophet Joseph Smith was "inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty power for good..." 
(D&C 21:7) However, for many reasons, Zion was notnotnotnot established in his day.  The LORD 
explained to His church through the Prophet Brigham Young as it prepared to come west in 
January, 1847: 
 

  "Zion shall be redeemed in Mine own due time. 
  "...My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory that 
I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not he that will not bear chastisement is not he that will not bear chastisement is not he that will not bear chastisement is not 
worthy of My kingdomworthy of My kingdomworthy of My kingdomworthy of My kingdom. 
  "...Be diligent in keeping all My commandments, lest judgments come upon you, and your 
faith fail you, and your enemies triumph over you." 
  D&C 136:18,31,42 
 

The main purpose of this writing is to inform readers about the scriptural laws for settling 
controversies over the leadership in the LORD's church.  This writing will examine instructions 
and warnings given through the Prophet Joseph Smith to the church which the LORD set up 
among the Gentiles, and it will discuss reasons why the LORD is giving revelation currently to 
prepare for Zion through a Prophet independently of the church leadership. 
 
From the verse quoted above, it is clear that the Church and Zion are two different 
organizations.  The word "Zion" indicates a city and nation standing independent of any other 
organization of man, which will be completely set up at a later date according to the mind and 
will of the LORD, and not through the politics, money, and wisdom of men. 
 
To this day, no city or nation of this category exists; yet we find prophecies in all the sacred 
writings of the Prophets of Israel from the time of Adam that Zion will be set up in the last 



 
 

"He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear ChastisementChastisementChastisementChastisement"  Page "  Page "  Page "  Page 2222 
 

days.  The following scriptures clearly state that it will be set up before the second coming of 
Christ: 
 

"But before the great day of the LORD shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness, and 
the Lamanites shall blossom as the rose. 
 Zion shall flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be assembled 
together unto the place which I have appointed." (D&C 49:24-25) 
 
"...and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out Mine elect from 
the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that My 
people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of My coming; for there 
shall be My tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem." Moses 7:62 

 
President Brigham Young clearly differentiated between the Church and the Kingdom of God 
in his discourse to the people on August 9th, 1874 at Lehi, Utah: 
 

"Here is the Church of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of Latter----day Saintsday Saintsday Saintsday Saints, organized with its rules, 
regulations and degrees... This is what we are in the habit of calling the Kingdom of GodKingdom of GodKingdom of GodKingdom of God.  
But there are further organizations.  This Kingdom [not the church!] is the kingdom that 
Daniel spoke of, which was to be set up in the last days; it is the Kingdom that is not to be 
given to another people; it is the Kingdom that is to be held by the servants of God, to rule 
the nations of the earth.... Can you understand me?  This Church of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of Latter----
day Saintsday Saintsday Saintsday Saints is organized for the building up of this church alone; it is NOT for the building 
up of Catholicism, it is not for promoting any or all of the dissidents from the Mother 
church, it is alone for the Church of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of LatterChurch of Jesus Christ of Latter----day Saintsday Saintsday Saintsday Saints, and for no other 
body.... But the Kingdom of GodKingdom of GodKingdom of GodKingdom of God, when it is established and bears rule, will defend the 
Methodists in their rights just as much as Latter-day Saints, but it will not allow them to 
infringe upon the rights of their neighbors; this will be prohibited... But the Kingdom of Kingdom of Kingdom of Kingdom of 
God, God, God, God, when it is set upon the earth, will be after the pattern of heaven, and will compel no 
man nor woman to go contrary to his or her conscience."  (Journal of Discourses 17:156-7) 

 
Joseph Smith's translation of the Book of Revelations also substantiates that the Kingdom of God 
will come out of the church in the last days, and will be a "further organization". 
 

"And the dragon prevailed not against Michael, neither the child, nor the woman which was 
the church of God, who had been delivered of her pains, and brought forth the Kingdom of 
God and His Christ."  JST Revelations 12:7 

 
This verse, and the entire chapter 12 of the Joseph Smith Translation of The Book of Revelations 
depicts the woman as the church.  The manchild she delivers is the Kingdom of God, with 
Christ as King.  The LORD set up his church through the Prophet Joseph Smith, but the 
Kingdom of God has yet to be set up. 
 
The LORD loves His church, and extends many promises to it, however He does NOT give 
unconditional promises to any man.  What does he say in D&C 82:10?  "I, the LORD, am bound 
when ye do what I say, but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise."  If He is not bound 
when an individual person does not keep His commandments, neither is He bound if the 
membership of His church do not follow his instructions. 
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Before Zion is set up, the present Gentile nations will be desolated by the coming calamities, 
and the LORD's church will be cleansed of the Gentile pollutions within it. 
 
 
 

Settling Controversies by LawSettling Controversies by LawSettling Controversies by LawSettling Controversies by Law 
 

In all ages, even though the LORD has fulfilled his promises, there have often been many who 
have foolishly fallen--looking past the mark: thinking that being a member of the LORD's 
people guaranted their success no matter what they did. 
 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet of Israel called to restore the church (and a man with the faith of 
Moses, to rend the veil and converse with God face to face) was warned that he must not yield 
to the persuasions of men, nor to his carnal nature, or even he would fall.  [D&C 3:4-10; 20:5-
6,32-34]  This warning certainly must be heeded by anyone sustained as his successor. 
 
The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that the President of the Church is "to preside over the 
whole church, and to be like unto Moses... to be a seer, a revelator, a translator and a prophet, 
having all the gifts of God which He bestows upon the head of the church." (D&C 107:91-92)  
However, this same Section of scripture also teaches the doctrine of having a trial over the 
President of the Church to settle controversies over him: 
 

"There is not any person belonging to the church who is exempt from this council of the 
church [a First Presidency court].   
  "And inasmuch as a President of the High Priesthood [a member of the First Presidency itself] shall 
transgress, he shall be had in remembrance before the common council of the church [a 
bishop's court], who shall be assisted by twelve counselors of the High Priesthood; 
  "And their decision upon his head shall be an end of controversy concerning him. 
  "Thus none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of GodThus none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of GodThus none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of GodThus none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of God, that all things may be 
done in order and in solemnity before Him, according to truth and righteousness." 
  "...a bishop must be chosen from the High Priesthood, unless he is a literal descendant of 
Aaron; ...But a literal descendant of Aaron has a legal right to the presidency of this 
priesthood, to the keys of this ministry, to act in the office of bishop independently, without 
counselors, except in a case where a President of the High Priesthood, after the order of 
Melchizedek, is tried, to sit as a judge in Israel."  D&C 107:81-84,69,76 

 
The importance and truthfulness of these verses is verified by the following inspired translation 
of Mark 9: 
 

  "Therefore, let every man stand or fall by himself, and not for another, or not trusting 
another; [not even the President of the church?  consider:] 
  "...And if thine eye [The President of the Church] which seeth for thee, him that is appointed to 
watch over thee to show thee light, become a transgressor and offend thee, pluck him out. 
[By the gospel law, as given in D&C 107:81-84.] 
  "It is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God, with one eye, than having two eyes 
to be cast into hell fire. 
  "For it is better that thyself should be saved than to be cast into hell with thy brother, 
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where their worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched."  JST Mark 9:44-48 
 
The above scriptures clarify that it is the responsibility of the members of the church, and notnotnotnot 
the responsibility of the LORD to bring about any necessary trial over a President of the High 
Priesthood.  It also clarifies that if members will not live by the LORD's law and have such a 
trial when needed, that they will go to hell with him. 
 
Those who scorn and ridicule the idea of having such a trial are clearly being unfair and 
contentious--faithful members are justified by this law in having sincere controversies over a 
President of the Church until such a trial is held. This trial then "shall be an end of controversy 
over him"--verifying that "none are exempt from the justice and laws of God." 
 
The government given the church is not to be a government by men, but is to be a government 
by law, and the LORD's word is the Law that the church is to live by.  There is no guarantee 
that any man in the flesh, who has a position to serve as a church leader, is certain to always 
know the mind and will of the Eternal Creator, and be beyond making errors. 
 

"Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man, or maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken unto 
the precepts of men, save their precepts shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost." 
  2 Nephi 28:31 
 
  "The weak things of the world shall come forth and break down the mighty and strong 
ones, that man should not counsel his fellow man, neither trust in the arm of flesh--" 
  D&C 1:19 

 
President Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr. expressed this conviction about the highest and final law of 
the church: 
 

"It makes no difference what is written or about what anyone has said, if what has been said 
is in conflict with what the LORD has revealed, we can set it aside. My words, and the 
teachings of any other member of the church, high or low, if they do not square with the 
revelations we need not accept them.  Let us have this matter clear. We have accepted the 
four standard works as the measuring yardsticks, or balances, by which we measure every 
man's doctrine."  Doctrines of Salvation, Volume 3, Page 203  

 
The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that we are to heed what is "written" in it as a law to the 
church. 
 

  "Behold, I am God; give heed unto My word, which is quick and powerful, sharper than a 
two-edged sword, to the diving asunder of both joints and marrow; therefore give heed unto 
My words.  D&C 6:2 
 
  "Behold, I have manifested unto you, by My Spirit in many instances, that the things which 
you [Oliver Cowdery] have written are true; wherefore you know that they are true. 
  "And if you know they are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment, that you rely 
upon the things which are written... 
  "And you have that which is written before you; wherefore you must perform it according 
to the words which are written.  D&C 18:2-3,30 
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  "Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in 
My scriptures, for a law, to by My law to govern My church; 
  "And he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and he that doeth them not 
shall be damned if he so continue."  D&C 42:59-60 
 
  "For behold, verily, verily, I say unto you that ye have received a commandment [D&C 42] 
for a law unto My church, through him [Joseph Smith] whom I have appointed unto you to 
receive commandments and revelations from My hand."  D&C 43:2 
 
  "And I now give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give 
diligent heed to the words of Eternal Life, 
  "For you shall live by every word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God. 
  "...And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you 
have treated lightly the things you have received-- 
  "Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation. 
  "And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. 
  "And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new 
covenant, even the Book of MormonBook of MormonBook of MormonBook of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given 
them, not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written--" 
  D&C 84:43-44,54-57 
 
  "And all they who receive the oracles of God, let them beware how they hold them lest they 
are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby, and stumble 
and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat 
upon their house."  D&C 90:5 
 
 "And I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall forsake all evil, and cleave unto all 
good, that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God. 
  "For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you 
and prove you herewith."  D&C 98:11-12 
 
  "I am the Lord thy God; and I give unto you this commandment--that no man shall come 
unto the Father but by Me or by My word, which is My law, saith the LORD." 
  D&C 132:12 

 
These scriptures verify that the Word of the LORD is the Law under which the faithful are to 
act, and nothing in any scriptures in any way places the President of the Church above this 
Law, and above possible reproach.  He is obviously not a god, and his teachings are only 
binding upon the church when they come by valid revelation--and members are justified in 
proving all things and not assuming that the persuasions of men cannot overcome even the 
head of the church. 
 
Many in the LORD's church in our day have made a great error in thinking that the LORD will 
absolutely never let His church be led astray by the President of the church.  This is true only if 
the people are fully humble and obedient to His voice. "I the LORD am bound when ye do what 
I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise." (D&C 82:10) 
 



 
 

"He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear ChastisementChastisementChastisementChastisement"  Page "  Page "  Page "  Page 6666 
 

 
Important Keys?Important Keys?Important Keys?Important Keys? 

 
In the memory of an early Latter-day Saint, the Prophet Joseph is alleged to have given a "key" 
of knowledge about whom the Saints should follow: 
 

"I have heard the Prophet speak in public on many occasions.  In one meeting I heard him 
say: I will give you a key that will never rust--if you will stay with the majority of the 
Twelve Apostles, and the records of the church, you will never be led astray." (Statement by 
William G. Nelson in Young Woman's Journal 17:542-543, December 1906) 

 
This statement, and similar ones, should not carry the weight of scripture, but many in the 
church use it to overrule the laws found in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
 
The honest truth is that this statement, recorded publicly 76 years after the church was 
organized, is not the word of the LORD to the Latter-day Saints.  The Temple ceremony 
requires that the faithful covenant to live "the Law of the Gospel as contained in the Doctrine 
and Covenants".  It would be very unfair to put a person under covenant to live by every 
statement that the Prophet Joseph is alleged to have said. 
 
Because somebody said that Joseph Smith said such and such, then those who take this 
covenant are no longer required to live by this covenant, right?  Obviously, wrong.  In a court 
of law, this statement is hearsay. Very possibly the Prophet Joseph did say this, or something 
very similar, but the problem is, what else did he say, possibly in the next breath?  The laws for 
settling controversies over the President of the Church by a trial are simply not canceled by this 
second-hand account. 
 
Often when people speak, they say a thing, and then immediately they say other things which 
clarify and put conditions on what they said before.  Even the scriptures do this. This statement 
simply cannot be used to overrule all the other recorded warnings and conditions which the 
Prophet Joseph spoke on other occasions. 
 
And more importantly, this statement cannot be used to overrule the warnings given to the 
church in the Doctrine and Covenants.  Consider the following few warnings: 

 
 

Warnings in the Doctrine and CovenantsWarnings in the Doctrine and CovenantsWarnings in the Doctrine and CovenantsWarnings in the Doctrine and Covenants 
 
  "But there is a possibility that man may fall from grace and depart from the living God; 
  Therefore let the church take heed and pray always, lest they fall into temptation; 
  Yea, and even let those who are sanctified take heed also."  (D&C 20:32-34) 
 

This warning excludes no members of the church!  No one is above falling! 
 
 "And now, behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together 
ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, 
how to act upon the points of my law and commandments, which I have given. 
 And thus ye shall become instructed in the law of my church, and be sanctified by that 



 
 

"He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear "He That Will Not Bear ChastisementChastisementChastisementChastisement"  Page "  Page "  Page "  Page 7777 
 

which ye have received, and ye shall bind yourselves to act in all holiness before me-- 
 That inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the kingdom which ye have received. 
Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be takentakentakentaken, even that which ye have received. 
 Purge ye out the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me." 
 (D&C 43:8-11) 
 

The Doctrine and Covenants is full of instructions which are not lived by the church today, and 
the members are racked to some extent with all the same iniquities that exist throughout the 
whole nation, so is there not a possibility that certain blessings have been taken from the 
church? 

 
 "And when the times of the Gentiles is come in, a light shall break forth among them that sit 
in darkness, and it shall be the fulness of my gospel; 
 But they receive it not; for they perceive not the light, and they turn their hearts from me 
because of the precepts of men. 
 And in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
 And there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall not pass until they shall see 
an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. 
 But my disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, 
men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die." (D&C 45:28-32) 
 

Clearly, the Gentiles as a whole will reject the fulness of the Gospel in the last days.  This is no 
age in which to be pacified, thinking: "The LORD is at the helm, all is well."  Rather this is the 
time to be wise, like the wise virgins who took care of their own salvation, not blindly trusting 
others. 

 
 "Wherefore, beware lest ye are deceived; and that ye may not be deceived seek ye earnestly 
the best gifts, always remembering for what they are given--" (D&C 46) 
 

The spiritual gifts spoken of in this revelation are seldom heard about in the church today, and 
yet yet many ridicule the idea that the church should "beware" lest there could be deception in 
the church. 

 
  "Behold, I, the Lord, have looked upon you, and have seen abominations in the church that 
profess my name. 
 But blessed are they who are faithful and endure, whether in life or in death, for they shall 
inherit eternal life. 
 But wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for, thus saith the Lord, I will bring 
them to judgment. 
 Behold, verily I say unto you, there are hypocrites among you, who have deceived some, 
which has given the adversary power; but behold such shall be reclaimed; 
 But the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or in death, even as I 
will; and wo unto them who are cut off from my church, for the same are overcome of the 
world. 
 Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness 
before me." (D&C 50:4-9) 
 

This warning to "every man" includes even the President of the church, and all leaders. 
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 "Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, and I will speak unto my servant Edward 
Partridge, and give unto him directions; for it must needs be that he receive directions how 
to organize this people.  
 For it must needs be that they be organized according to my laws; if otherwise, they will be 
cut off." (D&C 51:1-2) 
 

The church is still not organized today by the United Order laws given in this revelation, so this 
warning is still in effect. 

 
 "Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a 
day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a 
whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. 
 And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; 
 First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and 
have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the 
Lord." (D&C 112:24-26) 
 

Everyone will agree that the church has hypocrites in it, but nothing in the revelations say that 
the heads of the church are above being led astray also. 
 

 "We have learned by sad experience that it is the nature and disposition of almost all men, 
as soon as they get a little authority, as they suppose, they will immediately begin to exercise 
unrighteous dominion. 
 Hence many are called, but few are chosen."  (D&C 121:39-40) 
 
 "Now therefore, hearken O ye people of My church; and ye elders listen together: You have 
received My kingdom-- 
 Be diligent in keeping all my commandments, lest judgments come upon you, and your 
faith fail you, and your enemies triumph over you. So no more at present." 
 Amen and Amen." (D&C 136:41-42) 

 
The question is: because somebody said that Joseph Smith said such and such, are the warnings 
mentioned above--which are part of the Law of the Gospel that members covenant to live--still 
in effect?  If the people of the LORD's church do not keep the commandments, (paraphrasing 
D&C warnings:) Can judgments come upon them?  Can their faith fail them?  Can their 
enemies triumph over them?  Can they be cut off?  Can they be tried in "all things", including 
having to settle a controversy over a President of the church by the LORD's laws? 
 
Does it make sense for the LORD to give warning after warning to his faithful in the oracles of 
the Doctrine and Covenants, and then with one second-hand account, by someone never 
sustained to be a prophet, seer, or revelator, and with no history of receiving revelations, 
completely cancel all these serious warnings? 

 
 

An Untried ControversyAn Untried ControversyAn Untried ControversyAn Untried Controversy 
 
If the above statement by William G. Nelson carries such weight in the church today, and is 
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considered scripture, then the Adam-God, Negro, and other controversial teachings of 
President Young should also carry the weight of scripture.  President Young is recorded in 
Wilford Woodruff's Journal (a very reliable source) as saying: 
 

"The LORD said, I will not kill Cain, but I will put a mark upon him, and it is seen in the face 
of every Negro on the earth.  And it is the decree of God that that mark shall remain upon 
the seed of Cain, and the curse, until all the seed of Able should be redeemed; and Cain will 
not receive the priesthood or salvation until all the seed of Abel are redeemed. 
 
... Any man having one drop of the seed of Cain in him cannot hold the priesthood, and if no 
other prophet ever spake it before, I will say it now in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
... And if any man mingles his seed with the seed of Cain, the only way he could get rid of it, 
or have salvation, would be to come forward and have his head cut off, and spill his blood 
upon the ground.  It would also take the life of his children.  
 
... As an ensample, let the Presidency, Twelve, Seventies, High Priests, Bishops, and all the 
authorities say, Now we will go and mingle with the seed of Cain, and they may have all the 
privileges they want.  We lift our hands to heaven in support of this. That moment we lose 
the priesthood, and all blessings, and we would not be redeemed until Cain was. I will never 
admit of it for a moment.  Some may think I don't know as much as they do, but I know that 
I know more than they do."  Wilford Woodruff Journal, February 1852, 4:97-98. 

 
Was President Young accurate in these statements? Is there any evidence that all of the seed of 
Able received the Priesthood?  Or that even any of the seed of Able have ever been born on the 
earth? 
 
In the Pearl of Great Price it clearly teaches that there is a lineage that cannot receive the 
Priesthood (Abraham 1:27).  President Young clearly taught that this lineage is the Negro, and 
that until the seed of Able are all given the priesthood, the Negro will not receive it. 
 
This matter is a very serious one, and one in which the members of the church should not be 
expected to blindly trust that the persuasions of men cannot mislead even the President of the 
church.  Remember that President Young was also the President of the church when he taught 
the above doctrines. 
 
Yet, there was no common consent voting when the church leadership in June, 1978 informed 
the world's news media that the blacks would receive the priesthood, and then began ordaining 
blacks and admitting them into all the Temple covenants, and even allowed blacks and whites 
to marry in the Temples. It was not until the October conference of that year, and only then 
after all this was done, that the members were asked to sustain their actions. 
 
Anyone at that time who suggested that there was a legitimate controversy in doing this in the 
face of what President Young and others taught earlier were considered in apostasy. 
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Is it a sin to not sustain the Prophet of the Church?Is it a sin to not sustain the Prophet of the Church?Is it a sin to not sustain the Prophet of the Church?Is it a sin to not sustain the Prophet of the Church?    
 

Because of the intense allegiance that many members of the church are trained to have 
towards the leadership in the church, many members assume that it is automatically a sin to 
not sustain the President of the Church, even when their conscience bothers them about 
teachings and practices given out by the President. 
 
Yet if it was automatically a sin to not sustain the President of the church, and to ask for a trial 
to settle a controversy over him, then in honesty there would be no need to ask members to 
sustain him. 
 
Does it make sense to ask: "All in favor of sustaining the President of the church, raise your 
right hand; and now all in favor of committing a sin worthy of excommunication and spiritual 
death, you can now raise your hand to not sustain him"?  This type of sustaining is a mockery 
of common consent, and not unlike the compulsive spirit of communism which had "free" 
elections where one could vote for the communist leadership or suffer the consequences. 
 
Does the church ask the members to sustain the church's teachings to not commit adultery or 
other great sins?  The reason there is no sustaining vote over these matters is that they are not 
matters of common consent.  Would it make sense for a leader to stand up and say, "All in 
favor of now allowing Adultery to be committed in the church, raise your right hand"?  
Adultery is not an issue of common consent, and it would be a mockery to have a sustaining 
vote over whether the church should allow it. 
 
But having a sustaining vote over the President of the church is a matter of common consent, 
and the right to not sustain him cannot automatically be a sin.  With the doctrine that it is a sin 
to not sustain the Prophet of the church, valid controversies over him are not allowed to even 
be heard, let alone to be settled by a trial. 
 
There is much reason to believe that there should have been a trial over President Brigham 
Young when he taught the Adam-God doctrine, since there were a few, including the Apostle 
Orson Pratt, who questioned this doctrine.  But there was never such a trial, and in that day 
President Young was revered by the church membership like the Queen of England was 
revered by her subjects.  There were almost none of the faithful who dared to openly question 
him or his teachings.  Such was the tradition of that age. 
 
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught as correct principles: 
 

"President Smith rose, ... said if the people departed from the LORD, they must fall-- that 
they were depending on the Prophet, hence were darkened in their minds from neglect of 
themselves."  (26 May 1842, Relief Society Minutes) 
 
"To all those who are disposed to set up stakes for the Almighty-- [he] will come short of the 
glory of God.  To become a joint heir of the heirship of the Son, he must put away all his 
traditions."  (27 August 1843, Joseph Smith Diary) 
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Where is the Gift to Write the Word of the LORD?Where is the Gift to Write the Word of the LORD?Where is the Gift to Write the Word of the LORD?Where is the Gift to Write the Word of the LORD?    
 

Through the Prophet Joseph the LORD restored to earth certain spiritual gifts and Priesthood 
authority.  One of these was the gift to receive and write the Word of the LORD as moved upon 
by the Holy Ghost.  The Doctrine and Covenants contains many written "oracles" given through 
this unique gift of the Spirit. 
 
Presidents Brigham Young, John Taylor, and Wilford Woodruff brought forth similar oracles 
during their tenures as heads of the church, and these are still available to read in our time. 
(See the First Book of CommandmentsFirst Book of CommandmentsFirst Book of CommandmentsFirst Book of Commandments.) 
 
Yet there is no evidence that any recent leader in the church has had this gift for over 100 
years. 
 
Certainly some gifts of the Spirit have existed in the church, including inspiration on how to 
lead the people, but the gift of writing scriptural oracles has been absent. 
 
The calling of a Prophet of Israel is more fundamental than any other facet of the LORD's work.  
This gift comes in connection with the promise given to Abraham that "in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed." (Genesis 22:18).  Of all the blessings given to the nations 
through  the seed of Abraham, the gift of the LORD's "Word" to His Prophets is one of the 
greatest. 
 
At the time when the LORD chose the Prophet Joseph Smith, all his teachings were corrupted, 
and the whole world in gross apostacy. So, beginning with nothing, what was the first thing He 
did?  What was the first priority in His kingdom?  He called a Prophet. 
 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet before the Priesthood was restored, and before the church existed.  
The LORD's Word gave him authority.  D&C 1:2,6 teaches: 
 

"For verily the Voice of the LORD is unto all men, and there is none to escape, ... Behold this 
[the Voice of the LORD] is Mine authority, and the authority of My servants..." 

 
Without revelation through a Prophet there cannot be a valid Priesthood.  Without a 
Priesthood, there cannot be an authorized church.  So the calling of a Prophet is more 
fundamental than any other aspect of the LORD's work, and we have the very clear example of 
the calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith to prove this fact. 
 
The gift to receive and write the Word of the LORD in oracular form existed in nearly all 
generations of ancient Israel. The pattern of this gift remained the same, and there was nothing 
that indicated that this pattern would ever change. Only the unbelief and wickedness of Israel 
brought about the famine for the word which existed until the time of Joseph Smith. 
 
It was never the pattern of the Prophets of Israel to keep all the oracles they received hidden 
away in some shoe-box or vault.  The absence of any such written oracles given out from the 
church leadership in the last 100 years or more is positive proof that such oracles do not exist. 
It blatantly contradicts all the examples and patterns given us through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. 
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"And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived" 
 (D&C 52:14) 
 

As long as the gift to receive oracles from the LORD remained with the Prophet in the church, 
the LORD had promised that the Saints could always look to this Prophet, even if he 
transgressed and had to be replaced to receive necessary guidance. (D&C 43:4-6) 
 
However, He also warned in D&C 43:8-10 that the gift itself could be "taken" away from the 
Saints if they were negligent in obeying the Word of the LORD that was given to them. There is 
no reason to believe that the promises remain when this gift is taken away. 
 
Christ taught, "By their fruits ye shall know them".  The men who crucified Jesus Christ had 
valid claims of authority from Aaron and Moses, and many were wealthy and had reputations 
of honor among men.  Even Christ acknowledged to some degree their claims to authority.  But 
they undoubtedly had lost any true spiritual gifts and fruits. 
 
Jeremiah lived at a time when there were many who claimed to be prophets who prophesied 
nothing but blessings upon the nation of Judah.  The lonely Jeremiah was considered a false 
prophet for prophesying Judah's imminent destruction.  In the end it was Jeremiah who was 
proven to be a true prophet with the true gifts. 
 
King Saul also had perfect claims to authority, yet he lost the Spirit by his wickedness.  David 
was correct in not fighting against Saul, whom he knew was the "LORD's anointed", but he was 
also correct in not supporting Saul in his errors, and it was David who had the true Spirit and 
revelation for many years while hiding from the authorized King of Israel. 
 
The unique fruit of the apple tree is the apple, and by this fruit the true apple tree can be 
identified easily.  The unique fruit of the men chosen to be the mouthpiece for the LORD are 
the very written revelations which they bring forth. 
 
Joseph Smith taught on the 22nd of January, 1843, 
 

 "What constitutes the Kingdom of God?  Where there is a prophet, a priest or a righteous 
man unto whom God gives His oracles, there is the Kingdom of God, and where the oracles 
of God are not, there the Kingdom of God is not... If we do not get revelations, we do not 
have the oracles of God, and if they have not the oracles of God they are not the people of 
God..." 

 
The Doctrine and Covenants has many instructions which are not lived by the church today, 
and in every instance the present leadership in the church claim that revelation has been given 
to change these commandments.  Yet none of these changes, for 100 years, have come by way 
of the pattern of the Prophets of Israel: That is to bring forth written oracles like the Doctrine 
and Covenants. 
 
Then, if the President of the Church is not above error, all these disregarded teachings in the 
Doctrine and Covenants may actually still be the LORD's law to the people. 
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Thus, one justifiable controversy with the current leadership of the church is their claim that 
all the changes from the laws contained in the Doctrine and Covenants are guaranteed to have 
come by revelation. 

 
"Deny not the Spirit of revelation, nor the Spirit of prophecy, for wo unto him that denieth 
these things;" (D&C 11:25) 
 

 
"Patterns" in the Church Today"Patterns" in the Church Today"Patterns" in the Church Today"Patterns" in the Church Today  

 
Many in the Church teach that a conference talk is as much an oracle of God as the written 
oracles found in scriptures.  Certainly, an inspired discourse can be the mind and will of the 
LORD (as taught in D&C 67:4) and is "scripture" in that sense; but it clearly is a different gift 
than when the mouthpiece of the LORD receives and writes written oracles that will stand as 
the underlying law of the faith. 
 
If you did not have the gift to receive and write the Word of the LORD in the identical pattern 
as the Prophets of Israel in all past dispensations, but you wanted men to believe you were just 
as much a prophet, then what would you say? 
 
You could say nothing directly, because you would not have the same gift.  All you could do 
would be to try and convince those who trusted you that your discourses were the same gift as 
the gift to write the Word of the LORD.  This kind of thinking would entirely do away with the 
necessity of any written revelation.  This kind of thinking makes it impossible to separate when 
the Prophet is acting as a man, and when he is acting as a Prophet for the LORD.  Such a 
Prophet becomes essentially infallible to those who accept him. 
 
Those of us who question this kind of thinking are concerned that this clearly contradicts the 
pattern of all former true Prophets of Israel, including Joseph Smith: 

 
"And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived" (D&C 
52:14) 

 
Many teachings of President Brigham Young, such as his Adam-God teachings, were given in 
church conference discourses, yet are now esteemed as erroneous by the present leadership. Is 
this doctrine (that the conference talks of a President of the Church can never be in error) like 
a rock, or is it like sand? 
 
There are many evidences that the current leadership do not have the spiritual gift which 
brought forth the Doctrine and Covenants, and cannot have it for very evident reasons: they 
are not living by the Doctrine and Covenants' laws and commandments.  There is no evidence 
that they have it. 

 
 

The Truths in Doctrine and Covenants 43The Truths in Doctrine and Covenants 43The Truths in Doctrine and Covenants 43The Truths in Doctrine and Covenants 43 
 
The following verses in Doctrine and Covenants 43:1-11 were given as a law to the church.  
This law establishes the Prophet Joseph Smith (or anyone having the same spiritual gift at the 
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head of the church) as the sole lawgiver for the church. 
 
These verses also clarify that the gift can be taken away from the church (verse 10).  As 
mentioned above, there is no reason to believe that the promises mentioned here in connection 
with the gift remain when the gift itself has been taken away. 
 

"Oh hearken ye elders of My church, and give ear to the words which I shall speak unto 
you. 
 2 For behold, verily, verily, I say unto you that ye have received a commandment for a law 
unto My church through him whom I have appointed unto you to receive commandments 
and revelations from My hand. 
 3 And this ye shall know assuredly--that there is none other appointed unto you to receive 
commandments and revelations until he be taken, if he abide in Me. 
 4 But verily, verily, I say unto you, that none else shall be appointed unto this gift except it 
be through him; for if it be taken from him he shall not have power except to appoint 
another in his stead. 
 5 And this shall be a law unto you, that ye receive not the teachings of any that shall come 
before you as revelations or commandments; 
 6 And this I give unto you that you may not be deceived, that you may know they are not of 
Me. 
 7 For verily I say unto you, that he that is ordained of Me shall come in at the gate and be 
ordained as I have told you before, to teach those revelations which you have received and 
shall receive through him whom I have appointed. 
 8 And now, behold, I give unto you a commandment that when ye are assembled together 
ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act upon the points of My 
law and commandments which I have given. 
 9 And thus ye shall become instructed in the law of My church, and be sanctified by that 
which ye have received, and ye shall bind yourselves to act in all holiness before Me-- 
 10 That inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the kingdom which ye have 
received.  Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken, even that which ye have received. 

 
These verses are believed by many in the church to prove that a President of the church will 
always be guaranteed to have the gift to receive "revelations and commandments" as did 
Joseph, and thus no Prophet could be called outside the leadership of the Church, unless called 
through the President of the church as mentioned in verse 4. 
 
The reality is that no verses or books of scripture ever contain all truths, and the need for new 
revelation and vision continues from generation to generation.  No matter what was said to 
former generations, new revelation may seem to contradict it at first, and thus a stumbling 
block will be set up. 
 
Let us parallel this to the following: the Catholic faith for a 1000 years successfully destroyed 
anyone who sought to build up a church of Christ not headed by their Pope in Rome.  The 
biblical verse (Matthew 16:18) where Christ calls Peter a rock upon which the church will be 
built stood as a perfect proof that no other church could be set up, since Peter clearly was the 
first Pope. 
 
The Rock the church is to be build upon is the Rock of Revelation. The men in the flesh, with 
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blood in their veins, such as Peter, or Joseph Smith, or any man in history, are NOT the Rock 
that one can build upon and never fall. 
 
Instead, the Rock to build upon is the Revelations of Christ.  Please think and worry and pray 
about this truth!  Where are you placing your greatest trust?  In men and their claims to 
always be correct, or in the Spirit, Light and Truth you gained while studying the oracles of 
God year after year? 
 
The Christian revelations were a great stumbling block for the Jewish nation which felt that the 
new doctrines of Christ were totally inconsistent with the revelations and doctrines they had 
received through Moses and the Prophets.  Yet the Jews of that day had no Prophet with 
revelation. 
 
The revelations to the Prophet Joseph likewise were mocked and ridiculed by the religious 
leaders of his day as being totally out of harmony with the Bible they had.  Yet these same 
leaders had no new revelation, nor the spiritual gifts of the early Christian church. 
 
New revelations from the LORD in all ages have been stumbling blocks-- even deliberate 
stumbling blocks from the LORD to keep the corruptions of the past out of His current work. 
Only those who are no longer seeking the honors of men and the things of the world will be 
able to discern correctly by the Spirit of Truth when new revelation is given. 

 
 
 

A Prophet like John the BaptistA Prophet like John the BaptistA Prophet like John the BaptistA Prophet like John the Baptist    
    
It is our testimony to those who desire with all their heart to know the truth that the times of 
the Gentiles have now ended.  The LORD has called an Israelite Prophet in our day to prepare 
the way for the re-establishment of Zion and its laws. 
 
This prophet, like John the Baptist in his day, has come alone, independent of priestly 
leadership, and like John the Baptist he has not come to set up another law of Moses or another 
church, but to cry repentance, and to be a forerunner for what is soon to happen. 
 
The oracles that have been given to the LORD's mouthpiece in our day reveal some of the 
greatest truths ever shown to mankind, and are contained in a volume named, The Second The Second The Second The Second 
Book of CommandmentsBook of CommandmentsBook of CommandmentsBook of Commandments. They are a continuation of the written oracles given to the Prophet 
Joseph in his day, which sacred writings can now be called The First Book of CommandmentsThe First Book of CommandmentsThe First Book of CommandmentsThe First Book of Commandments.  
These two Books are spiritually the "former and latter rain" spoken of in Joel 2:23. 
 
The coming forth of new oracles is according to the pattern and example of former times when 
the word of the LORD came in every generation of Israel when they could receive it. 
 
Whenever the LORD has a mouthpiece upon the earth, the adversary rises up many 
counterfeits to confuse the people-- thus many today are bringing forth "oracles" in Christ's 
name.  These false prophets, therefore, stand as a witness that God today does have a 
spokesman for Him on earth who has the gift to receive and write His oracles. 
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And even as Moses' rod when it was turned into a serpent ate up the serpents which the 
magician's rods turned into, so likewise the LORD's word in our day will eat up all the false 
revelations being sent forth. 
 
We testify again that the LORD does have a Prophet for Israel today, and without fear we 
admonish all men and women to read The Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of Commandments and prepare 
themselves for the coming cleansing of the church, and the re-establishment of Zion and its 
laws. 

 
 

The LatterThe LatterThe LatterThe Latter----day day day day ShiftShiftShiftShift from "GENTILE to JEW" from "GENTILE to JEW" from "GENTILE to JEW" from "GENTILE to JEW"    
    
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was set up among the gentiles by a Prophet of 
Israel for a period of time known as the "fullness of the Gentiles". (See Joseph Smith--History 
1:41; D&C 109:60; 3 Nephi 16:6-7) 
 
The following verses show that in our time the LORD will begin a work among his long 
dispersed covenant people Israel, and that the gentiles will have polluted the LORD's work 
among themselves: 

 
"And the time cometh that He shall manifest Himself unto all nations, both unto the Jews 
and also unto the Gentiles; and after He has manifested Himself unto the JewsJewsJewsJews [Old 
Testament] and also unto the GentilesGentilesGentilesGentiles [New Testament], then He shall manifest Himself unto the 
GentilesGentilesGentilesGentiles [Book of Mormon, D&C, etc], and also unto the JewsJewsJewsJews [More of His Word], and the last 
shall be first, and the first shall be last" (1 Nephi 13:42) 
 
  "Behold, because of their belief in Me, saith the Father, and because of the unbelief of 
you, O house of Israel, in the latter day shall the truth come unto the Gentiles, that the 
fullness of these things shall be made known unto them. ....  
 "And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you:  At that day when the 
Gentiles shall sin against My gospel, and shall reject the fulness of My gospel, and shall be 
lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the 
whole earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, 
and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret 
abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fulness of My 
gospel, behold saith the Father, I will bring the fulness of My gospel from among them. 
  "And then will I remember My covenant which I have made unto My people, O house of 
Israel, and I will bring My gospel unto them."   (3 Nephi 16:7,10-11) 
 
"And the Gentiles are lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and have stumbled, because of the 
greatness of their stumbling block, that they have built up many churches; nevertheless, 
they put down the power and miracles of God, and preach up unto themselves their own 
wisdom and their own learning, that they may get gain and grind upon the face of the 
poor." (2 Nephi 26:20) 
 
"And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few 
only who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very 
fine apparel, unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of 
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iniquities; and your churches, yea every one, have become polluted because of the pride of 
your hearts. 
 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the 
adorning of your churches more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the 
afflicted. 
 O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers who sell yourselves for that which will canker, 
why have ye polluted the holy church of God?  Why do ye not think that greater is the 
value of an endless happiness than that misery which never dies--because of the praise of 
the world?  (Mormon 8:36-38) 

 
 

ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions 
 
Again we invite you to read The Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of CommandmentsThe Second Book of Commandments with an open mind, seeking 
to prove all things, and to not think that the LORD is beyond trying his church "in all things" as 
noted in D&C 136:31. 
  
A trial over the President of the Church can only be held to settle temporal concerns.  The First 
Presidency is the highest court over spiritual matters, but as shown above, the Doctrine and 
Covenants and other scriptures teach that even the men in the First Presidency can be brought 
to trial over temporal matters.  And if they claim controversial spiritual revelations or gifts of 
God, this claim is a temporal matter that clearly can be settled by a Bishop's court. (See D&C 
46:27) 
 
Such a trial cannot resolve any  eternal spiritual truths, but it can resolve if the President is 
being honest in his claims to new revelation or spiritual gifts.  Only the inwardly proud and 
arrogant demand to be above any type of accounting that might be a form of chastisement to 
them. 
 
It may be a great trial for the church members to deal with settling controversies over the 
President of the Church by the Law found in D&C 107:81-84, yet the trials we face up to can 
be great growing experiences for individuals and institutions. 
 
If we desire Eternal Life, we must be willing to live by all the laws of the LORD. "Oh be wise; 
what can I say more?" (Jacob 6:12) 
 


