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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#1 DRIVEN FORTH BEFORE THE WIND - 1 NEPHI 18:8-9
And it came to pass after we had all gone down into the ship, and had taken with us our
provisions and things which had been commanded us, we did put forth into the sea and were
driven forth before the wind towards the promised land.
And after we had been driven forth before the wind for the space of many days….
The winds and ocean currents from the Salalah area of Arabia during half the year will lead a ship “driven
before the wind” into the counter-clockwise Indian Ocean gyre.
And then around 40 degrees South Latitude the ship by rudder and turning the sail can enter the world's
fastest moving currents that encircle Antarctica moving East. And then, when close to South America, the
ship can be steered to enter the Humboldt current – full of fish – moving North up the coast.
And finally, by steering towards Coquimbo bay in Chile at 30 degrees South Latitude the currents slow to
about nothing close to the coast. This, by far, is the easiest path from Arabia to the Americas by a ship only
powered by sails and driven before the wind.
The family of Lehi had no experience at sea. It would be critical for them to have the easiest and simplest
path, needing only the Liahona to know the way to steer and keep on the path, and it took them right there.

The path distance is significantly less than it appears on the map
(above) because of the curvature of the spherical earth.

Mesoamericanists try to take Lehi eastward across the
Pacific – directly against normal ocean gyres and
winds. The waters around Indonesia are extremely
difficult and dangerous for sail ships. The occasional
Equatorial Counter Current with doldrums would also
be extremely difficult sailing as explained here: Blog

Three forces cause the circulation of a
gyre: global wind patterns, Earth’s
rotation (Coriolis effect), and Earth’s
landmasses.
Study more: Video Video Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#2 MEDITERRANEAN CLIMATE - 1 NEPHI 18:24
And it came to pass that we did begin to till the earth, and we began to plant seeds; yea, we did
put all our seeds into the earth, which we had brought from the land of Jerusalem. And it came
to pass that they did grow exceedingly; wherefore, we were blessed in abundance.
Coquimbo bay area (Chile) has the same climate as Jerusalem. The only other place in all of the Americas
with this same climate is Southern California. We believe the very faithful Frederick G Williams, in the
outpouring of the Spirit during the Kirtland Temple dedication, was given by personal revelation that the
Lehites landed at 30 degrees South Latitude in Chile.
His descendant Frederick Salem Williams made this claim: “Perhaps it was prophetic that the angel showed
our progenitor, Dr. Frederick Granger Williams, the vision in which he saw Lehi's landing place in South
America. This vision was received in the Kirtland Temple which is constructed on land that he donated to
the Church for that purpose.” This claim is made in the book “Stalwarts South of the Border” page 778.

No one in the church at that time had any idea that this is the easiest place that a ship driven by the
wind from Arabia could come to the Americas, or that the climate there would be the same as
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem seeds grow abundantly:
The Lehites planted the seeds they brought from Jerusalem and they grew exceedingly and had an abundance.
In that age of the world, the likelihood of this happening in this part of the Americas with the same climate as
Jerusalem, is vastly greater than it happening in the climates of the Mesoamerica or North America models.
Likewise, the Jaredites took seeds and also many animals. They came from Mesopotamia, and would have had
camels and other animals from arid lands. The landing site in the Andes model for the Jaredites is the Santa
Elena area of coastal Ecuador. This area has the same climate as Mesopotamia, while Mesoamerica and what
is today Canada do not have even a similar climate. What good would it be to bring animals and seeds from
Mesopotamia to places that are completely foreign to them? Camels in Canada? Here are blogs that discuss
the Jaredite migration and why the Andes is by far the most believable model: Blog Blog
Study more: Video Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#3 GOLD & SILVER & COPPER: 1 NEPHI 18:25
And it came to pass that we did find upon the land of promise, as we journeyed in the
wilderness, that there were beasts in the forests of every kind, both the cow and the ox, and the
ass and the horse, and the goat and the wild goat, and all manner of wild animals, which were
for the use of men. And we did find all manner of ore, both of gold, and of silver, and of
copper.
The lands near Coquimbo bay do have visible ores of gold, silver and copper. Is this true for the landing site
of any other model? There is far less of these ores anywhere in Mesoamerican models, and in the North
American models there is no evidence of any gold or silver ores in the entire models.

And I did teach my people to build buildings, and to work in all manner of wood, and of iron,
and of copper, and of brass, and of steel, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious ores,
WHICH WERE IN GREAT ABUNDANCE. – 2 Nephi 5:15
... many of you have begun to search for gold, and for silver, and for all manner of precious
ores, in the WHICH THIS LAND, which is a land of promise unto you and to your seed, DOTH
ABOUND MOST PLENTIFULLY. – Jacob 2:12
And behold, there was all manner of gold in both these lands, and of silver, and of precious
ore of every kind; and there were also curious workmen, who did work all kinds of ore and
DID REFINE IT; and thus they did become rich. – Helaman 6:11
The presence of an ABUNDANCE of ores matches the Andes model far more than any other model. The Inca
had incredible amounts of gold and silver when the Spanish came. There is archaeological evidence for
smelting (applying heat to ore to melt out a base metal) of ores in the Altiplano region even in B.C. times.
There is no evidence in the North Americans models of any gold or silver at any time. From very early dates,
they did have copper in lands near, but not in the models. This copper was in natural form and did not have
to be smelted from ore. In Mesoamerica there have not been found evidences of metalworking until around
at earliest 600 A.D. in West Mexico, which is near but not in the Mesoamerican Book of Mormon model.
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#4 IRON & STEEL: 2 NEPHI 5:15, ETHER 7:9
And I did teach my people to build buildings, and to work in all manner of wood, and of iron,
and of copper, and of brass, and of steel, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious ores,
which were in great abundance.
Wherefore, he came to the hill Ephraim, and he did molten out of the hill, and made swords
out of steel for those whom he had drawn away with him...
Therefore, to locate an area for the Land of Promise, we need to find an area that had iron, and it was mined
by the Jaredites and later the Nephites. There is no evidence that prior to the invasion of America by the
Europeans the native tribes in North and Central America manufactured iron products or used iron as a metal
in their industries. The Maya, and other cultures of Mesoamerica and North America lived “in a world
untouched by the Iron Age.”

The Mina Primavera is a 2000 year old, or more, Peruvian iron mine. An estimated 3,710 tons of hematite
ore were extracted from the mine. Also, Records state that anciently the Peruvians “worked magnificent iron
mines at Ancoriames, on the west shore of Lake Titicaca”. There is little evidence today that this iron was
used for anything besides a pigment for pottery. However, the Nephites and their technologies were destroyed
about 1600 years ago. These mines verify that the Nephites and Jaredites had access to iron. It is impossible
to conceive how the ancient Peruvians (assumed Nephites) were able to cut and work stone in such a masterly
way, or to construct their great roads and aqueducts without the use of iron tools.
And he laid a tax of one fifth part of all they possessed, a fifth part of their gold and of their silver, and a fifth part of their ziff,
and of their copper, and of their brass and their iron; and a fifth part of their fatlings; and also a fifth part of all their grain.
And it came to pass that king Noah built many elegant and spacious buildings; and he ornamented them with fine work of
wood, and of all manner of precious things, of gold, and of silver, and of iron, and of brass, and of ziff, and of copper;
–Mosiah 11:3,11
And they did work in all manner of ore, and they did make gold, and silver, and iron, and brass, and all manner of metals; and
they did dig it out of the earth; wherefore, they did cast up mighty heaps of earth to get ore, of gold, and of silver, and of iron,
and of copper. And they did work all manner of fine work. – Ether 10:23
And we multiplied exceedingly, and spread upon the face of the land, and became exceedingly rich in gold, and in silver, and in
precious things, and in fine workmanship of wood, in buildings, and in machinery, and also in iron and copper, and brass and
steel, making all manner of tools of every kind to till the ground, and weapons of war—yea, the sharp pointed arrow, and the
quiver, and the dart, and the javelin, and all preparations for war. – Jarom 1:8

Is the Book of Mormon correct that the Jaredites and Nephites mined iron and had technology to make steel?
If so, is there evidence this happened in the NA and MA models in Jaredite and Nephite times?
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#5 ISLE OF THE SEA: 2 NEPHI 10:20-21
And now, my beloved brethren, seeing that our merciful God has given us so great knowledge
concerning these things, let us remember him, and lay aside our sins, and not hang down our
heads, for we are not cast off; nevertheless, we have been driven out of the land of our
inheritance; but we have been led to a better land, for the Lord has made the sea our path, and
we are upon an isle of the sea.
But great are the promises of the Lord unto them who are upon the isles of the sea; wherefore
as it says isles, there must needs be more than this, and they are inhabited also by our brethren.

Is it possible that the correct location is pushed aside because the earth changes at the time of Christ in the
Nephite lands were far greater than we tend to believe could have happened?
There is overwhelming evidence that the Andes mountains have risen in the past. But when? Farming
terraces, built by man in historic times, at 13,000 feet and higher near Tiahuanaco are 3,000 or more feet
higher than where they can be used. Tiahuanaco appears to have a seaport with giant docks that were once
at sea level – again built by man in historic times. Blog
Science accepts that the Andes mountains were lifted up from time to time by tectonic activity in the past, and
that the Amazon basin was once under water – but not at the time of the crucifixion. If one only accepts
what Science totally agrees with, they have to completely reject all of the Book of Mormon.
The 1828 Webster's “American Dictionary of the English Language” defines Isle the same as we define Island
today, and says the word Island is not a legitimate word. So the Andes with the Amazon basin underwater
before the time of Christ provides the only model that could have ever been an “island” as this verse says in
the English word usage of 1830 North America.

Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#6 ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS: MOSIAH 8:8; MORMON 1:7; HELAMAN 4:7
And they were lost in the wilderness for the space of many days, yet they were diligent, and
found not the land of Zarahemla but returned to this land, having traveled in a land among
many waters, having discovered a land which was covered with bones of men, and of beasts,
and was also covered with ruins of buildings of every kind, having discovered a land which
had been peopled with a people who were as numerous as the hosts of Israel.
The whole face of the land had become covered with buildings, and the people were as
numerous almost, as it were the sand of the sea.
And there they did fortify against the Lamanites, from the west sea, even unto the east; it being
a day’s journey for a Nephite, on the line which they had fortified and stationed their armies to
defend their north country.

The extensive archaeological ruins in the Andes include all types of buildings and structures – including long
lasting stone and adobe buildings and walls, tens of thousands of qullqas for food storage, and amazing
aqueducts. The Nephite civilization eventually was as advanced, or more, as the cultures in the Middle East
from where they came. There are only very primitive ancient structures in the North American models.
Since the Nephite civilization went to Mesoamerica on Hagoth's ships, it is not surprising that we find many
long lasting ancient buildings there also.
The Great Wall of Peru or La Muralla Chimú is a perfect fit for the Helaman 4:7 “line which they had
fortified”. Read more about it here: blog. Or do a google earth overview of its ruins here: video.
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#7 UNKNOWN GRAINS: MOSIAH 9:9
And we began to till the ground, yea, even with all manner of seeds, with seeds of corn, and
of wheat, and of barley, and with neas, and with sheum, and with seeds of all manner of
fruits; and we did begin to multiply and prosper in the land.
What unknown grains of equal value with corn, wheat and barley exist in any other models to match the
Neas and Sheum mentioned? Quinoa and Kiwicha are considered grains of superior nutritional value that,
until our day, were unknown outside the Andes.

Pre-columbian barley has been found in the Americas, but the question remains: Why were the natives in the
Americas not growing barley and wheat when the Europeans came? Consider this explanation by Del: Blog
Study more: Blogs

RETURN
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#8 TEMPLE TOWER: MOSIAH 11:12-13
And it came to pass that he built a tower near the TEMPLE; yea, a very high tower, even so
high that he could stand upon the top thereof and overlook the land of Shilom, and also the
land of Shemlon, which was possessed by the Lamanites; and he could even look over all the
land round about.
And it came to pass that he caused many buildings to be built in the land Shilom; and he
caused a great tower to be built on the hill north of the land Shilom.
The southern end of today's city of Cuzco is the Andes model city of Nephi. The city of Shilom was
to the north of the city of Nephi in the same valley. When the Spanish arrived in Peru, they saw a
magnificent 60 foot tall tower near the temple grounds within the walled fortress of Sacsayhuaman
on the hill on the north overlooking the present city of Cuzco. The Spanish eventually tore it
down, except for its foundation, which remains today.

“Muyu Marca Tower” or "Tower of Cahuide" foundation at Sacsayhuaman – a Temple complex surrounded by huge
zigzag walls. This Tower matches the “great tower” on a hill spoken of in Mosiah 11:13 – a tall tower built on a hill to
the North of Shilom. Two other towers, rectangular in shape are also known to have been at this temple complex. The
conquistadors took vast amount of precious metals from this site, and tore down the towers and temple-- some saying
only the devil could have built the place. Like the temple site at Jerusalem, there are underground passages between
structures and also a system to bring in water to the complex.
Monument replica of the
Tower of Cahuide built by the
city of Cusco.

Study more: Video Blogs

RETURN
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#9 SILKS, LINEN: ALMA 1:29
And now, because of the steadiness of the church they began to be exceedingly rich, having
abundance of all things whatsoever they stood in need—an abundance of flocks and herds,
and fatlings of every kind, and also abundance of grain, and of gold, and of silver, and of
precious things, and abundance of silk and fine-twined linen, and all manner of good homely
cloth.
In the Andes there is a rich tradition of textile production. The excellent preservation conditions on the coast
allowed many ancient textiles to survive to this day. Even though the Andes did not have the silk worm, the
silks they produced from other means were compared by the conquistadors with those of Seville and
elsewhere as being even finer.

Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#10 NARROW STRIP OF WILDERNESS: ALMA 22:27
And it came to pass that the king sent a proclamation throughout all the land, amongst all his
people who were in all his land, who were in all the regions round about, which was bordering
even to the sea, on the east and on the west, and which was divided from the land of
Zarahemla by a narrow strip of wilderness, which ran from the sea east even to the sea west,
and round about on the borders of the seashore, and the borders of the wilderness which was
on the north by the land of Zarahemla, through the borders of Manti, by the head of the river
Sidon, running from the east towards the west —and thus were the Lamanites and the Nephites
divided.
The Andes model matches the directions given in the Book of Mormon without turning those directions 90
degrees as in the overall Mesoamerican model.
Sidon flows North: The Andes model Sidon river (Apurimac River) flows north from its head in the south. The
Heartland and Great Lake models Sidon river (Mississippi) flows south. The Mesoamerican model Sidon river
(Grijalva or Usumacinta) both flow north into the Gulf of Mexico. But this is confusing since the claim is that
the Gulf of Mexico was considered to the east by the Nephites.

Full “Internal Map” including the “narrow strip of
wilderness” based ONLY on Alma 22 and other
text. Notice that Cumorah is far to the North.

The Andes model “narrow strip of wilderness”.
It matches what this verse says if we accept that
before Christ the red line was the seashore.

The Mesoamerican “narrow strip of wilderness”. This
point seems to match what this verse says fairly well but
is not turned 90 degrees like the overall model.

The Heartland model “narrow strip of wilderness” is
a stretch along the Ohio River. But there are no Sea
East and Sea West with seashores at the ends of it.

Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#11 NORTH-SOUTH NARROW NECK: ALMA 22:32
And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey for a Nephite, on the line
Bountiful and the land Desolation, from the east to the west sea; and thus the land of Nephi
and the land of Zarahemla were nearly surrounded by water, there being a small neck of land
between the land northward and the land southward.
The Andes model has a narrow neck that is narrow and small with seas on the east and west as described in
the Book of Mormon text. Seas on the east and west means it is a isthmus that runs NORTH-SOUTH. But the
narrow neck in the Mesoamerican and North American models both run EAST-WEST.

And they built a great city by the narrow NECK of land, by the place where the sea divides the land. – Ether 10:20
And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey for a Nephite, on the line Bountiful and the land Desolation,
from the east to the west sea; and thus the land of Nephi and the land of Zarahemla were nearly surrounded by water, there
being a small neck of land between the land NORTHWARD and the land SOUTHWARD. – Alma 22:32
And it came to pass that they did not head them until they had come to the borders of the land Desolation; and there they did
head them, by the narrow pass which led by the sea into the land northward, yea, by the sea, on the west and on the east.
– Alma 50:34
And he also sent orders unto him that he should fortify the land Bountiful, and secure the narrow pass which led into the land
northward, lest the Lamanites should obtain that point and should have power to harass them on every side. – Alma 52:9
And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceedingly curious man, therefore he went forth and built him an exceedingly
large ship, on the borders of the land Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched it forth into the west sea, by the narrow
neck which led into the land northward. – Alma 63:5
And the Lamanites did give unto us the land northward, yea, even to the narrow passage which led into the land southward. And
we did give unto the Lamanites all the land southward. – Mormon 2:29
And it came to pass that I did cause my people that they should gather themselves together at the land Desolation, to a city which
was in the borders, by the narrow pass which led into the land southward. – Mormon 3:5
Which of these models is in harmony with the verses above?
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#12 PLANT CURES FEVER: ALMA 46:40
And there were some who died with fevers, which at some seasons of the year were very
frequent in the land—but not so much so with fevers, because of the excellent qualities of the
many plants and roots which God had prepared to remove the cause of diseases, to which men
were subject by the nature of the climate—
Malaria is a deadly fever, but is a fever that can be treated and cured by herbal means: quinine from the bark
of a cinchona tree. Quinine is the cure for malarial fever and numerous other ailments – and the cinchona
tree is indigenous to Andean Peru. There are also many other remarkable plants with medicinal value
indigenous to the Andes.

Study more: Video Video Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#13 FORTS, RESORTS: ALMA 48:8
Yea, he had been strengthening the armies of the Nephites, and erecting small forts, or places
of resort; throwing up banks of earth round about to enclose his armies, and also building
walls of stone to encircle them about, round about their cities and the borders of their lands;
yea, all round about the land.
The clearly DEFENSIVE ancient massive structures, cities, and walls in the Andes are legendary. The knee
high walls in North American models are pathetic compared to them. In Mesoamerica very few structures
seem to have been built for defense.

Online there are many examples like the above, including the Great Wall of Peru and the mountain top
resorts south of Cuzco.
Study more: Video Blogs
RETURN
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#14 NARROW PASS: ALMA 50:29, 33-34
Therefore, Morianton put it into their hearts that they should flee to the land which was
northward, which was covered with large bodies of water, and take possession of the land
which was northward. …
Therefore Moroni sent an army, with their camp, to head the people of Morianton, to stop
their flight into the land northward.
And it came to pass that they did not head them until they had come to the borders of the
land Desolation; and there they did head them, by the narrow pass which led by the sea into
the land northward, yea, by the sea, on the west and on the east.
The narrow pass in the narrow neck must be a place where passage to the north could be FULLY CONTROLLED
BY A MILITARY FORCE. This is only true in the Andes model. The 140 mile wide narrow neck in the
Mesoamerican model, and the many ways to get around the narrow neck in the North American models do
not allow for the Nephites to realistically stop Lamanites and dissenters from going to the land Northward.

The hill Cumorah was in the Land of Many Waters
(Mormon 6:4) and was “so far northward” (Alma
22:30) that it was beyond the Land of Desolation
(Mormon 4:19-22). North American models have the
hill Cumorah south of the narrow neck of land. Blog
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#15 HAGOTH’S SHIPS GO NORTH: ALMA 63:5-8
And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceedingly curious man, therefore he went forth and built him an
exceedingly large ship, on the borders of the land Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched it forth into the
WEST SEA, by the narrow neck which led into THE LAND NORTHWARD.
And behold, there were many of the Nephites who did enter therein and did sail forth with much provisions, and
also many women and children; and they took their course northward. And thus ended the thirty and seventh year.
And in the thirty and eighth year, this man built other ships. And the first ship did also return, and many more
people did enter into it; and they also took much provisions, and set out again to the land northward.
And it came to pass that they were never heard of more. And we suppose that they were drowned in the depths of
the sea. And it came to pass that one other ship also did sail forth; and whither she did go we know not.

The account of Hagoth's ships going North, and never being heard of again, makes far more sense in the
Andes model. In North American models the narrow neck of land is over 300 land miles from the WEST
SEA-- this totally contradicts verse 5 above. In MA and NA models the emigrating people on ships could more
easily reach the land Northward over land. Several Mormon leaders have taught that the Maori and others in
the Pacific islands are the children of Lehi. The Kon-Tiki expedition proved that the Pacific currents lead a
ship from Peru to the the Pacific Islands.

In the Niagara isthmus version of the narrow neck of land Hagoth built ships near Niagara falls and they sailed
somehow into Lake Michigan (their SEA WEST over 300 miles away) and immigrated somewhere in what is now
Canada and were never seen again. The St Lawrence river was not navigable by ship past today's Montreal (190 miles
downstream from Lake Ontario) until the modern age when locks were built. How could such a ship in BC times go to
the Pacific Islands from the Great Lakes?
Study more: Video Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#16 SEAS AROUND LAND OF PROMISE: HELAMAN 3:8
And it came to pass that they did multiply and spread, and did go forth from the land
southward to the land northward, and did spread insomuch that they began to cover the face
of the whole earth, from the sea south to the sea north, from the sea west to the sea east.
This verse specifically mentions a Sea East, West, North and South. The Andes (with the Amazon basin under
water before the death of Christ) model has actual seas in all four directions.

It looks like Mesoamerica has only two seas, not four. The Great Lakes, which North American models call
seas, are not to the east and west of both lands of Nephi and Zarahemla as described in the Book of Mormon.
Study more: Blogs
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BOOK OF MORMON LANDS ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
#17 METALLURGY: HELAMAN 6:9, ETHER 9:17
And it came to pass that they became exceedingly rich, both the Lamanites and the Nephites;
and they did have an exceeding plenty of gold, and of silver, and of all manner of precious
metals, both in the land south and in the land north.
Having all manner of fruit, and of grain, and of silks, and of fine linen, and of gold, and of
silver, and of precious things;
The Book of Mormon clearly shows extensive metallurgy always existed among the people. The evidence of
extensive, high quality metallurgy in all metals is far older and more advanced in the Andes than in any other
model. They were absolute masters at creating both ceramic and metal objects. Their metal work was
incredibly sophisticated. We see the use of hammering, soldering, inlaying, etc. The lack of ores, or evidence
of anything but simple copper metallurgy, is a serious problem with the North American models. There is
little evidence of metallurgy in Mesoamerica until at earliest 600 AD. But this evidence is in today's West
Mexico, which is not in any Mesoamerica model. Jaredite metallurgy in all metals was as early as 2000 BC.

Prehistoric “gears” or “sun discs” made of
bronze (copper and tin or arsenic) found in Peru.

Study more: Blogs

RETURN
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#18 MOUNTAINS WHOSE HEIGHT IS GREAT: HELAMAN 14:23
And behold, there shall be great tempests, and there shall be many mountains laid low, like
unto a valley, and there shall be many places which are now called valleys which shall become
mountains, whose HEIGHT IS GREAT.
Samuel the Lamanites prediction that the coming calamities would result in mountains whose height is
“great” clearly matches the Andes Mountains. There simply are no mountains whose height is great in the
North American model. In Mesoamerican models they are small compared to the Andes.

So not only do we look for mountains in the Land of Promise, but we look for mountains “whose height is
great,” or very tall mountains.
We also know from Samuel the Lamanite that the purpose of his prophecy that included that mountains
would rise from valleys into very high mountains was “to the intent that they might believe that these signs
and these wonders should come to pass upon all the face of this land, to the intent that there should be no
cause for unbelief among the children of men“ (Helaman 14:20-29).
If there are no Mountains whose HEIGHT IS GREAT, then the prophecy of Samuel would have been false.
And the purpose of the prophecy that “there be no cause for unbelief” would have failed.
Study more: Blogs

RETURN
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#19 ROADS AND HIGHWAYS: 3 NEPHI 6:8
And there were many highways cast up, and many roads made, which led from city to city,
and from land to land, and from place to place.
The ancient roads in the Andes are legendary, and were arguably the greatest road system in the ancient
world. Although some may say these roads were all made by the Inca, that is clearly wrong.

In order to find a location for the Land of Promise today, we should find within our choice of location ancient
roads dating to B.C. times constructed of pavement, stone or rocks, and also find locations where these roads
have not just deteriorated over time, but show distinct signs of being broken up and the level roads spoiled
from earthquake activity.
The ancient roads found in Mesoamerica and Andean Peru eliminate all other areas in the Western
Hemisphere, and the signs of earthquake spoilage shows Andean Peru to more accurately match the scriptural
record than any other place.
Study more: Video Blogs

RETURN
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#20 EARTHQUAKES AND LAND DEFORMATIONS: 3 NEPHI 8:5-23; 10:9
And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month, on the fourth day of the month,
there arose a great storm, such an one as never had been known in all the land.
And there was also a great and terrible tempest; and there was terrible thunder, insomuch that it
did shake the whole earth as if it was about to divide asunder.
And there were exceedingly sharp lightnings, such as never had been known in all the land.
And the city of Zarahemla did take fire.
And the city of Moroni did sink into the depths of the sea, and the inhabitants thereof were
drowned.
And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah, that in the place of the city there
became a great mountain.
And there was a great and terrible destruction in the land southward.
But behold, there was a more great and terrible destruction in the land northward; for behold, the
whole face of the land was changed, because of the tempest and the whirlwinds, and the thunderings
and the lightnings, and the exceedingly great quaking of the whole earth;
And the highways were broken up, and the level roads were spoiled, and many smooth places
became rough.
And many great and notable cities were sunk, and many were burned, and many were shaken till
the buildings thereof had fallen to the earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the places
were left desolate.
And there were some cities which remained; but the damage thereof was exceedingly great, and
there were many in them who were slain.
And there were some who were carried away in the whirlwind; and whither they went no man
knoweth, save they know that they were carried away.
And thus the face of the whole earth became deformed, because of the tempests, and the
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the quaking of the earth.
And behold, the rocks were rent in twain; they were broken up upon the face of the whole earth,
insomuch that they were found in broken fragments, and in seams and in cracks, upon all the face of
the land.
And it came to pass that when the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the storm, and the tempest,
and the quakings of the earth did cease—for behold, they did last for about the space of three hours;
and it was said by some that the time was greater; nevertheless, all these great and terrible things
were done in about the space of three hours—and then behold, there was darkness upon the face of
the land.
And it came to pass that there was thick darkness upon all the face of the land, insomuch that the
inhabitants thereof who had not fallen could feel the vapor of darkness;
And there could be no light, because of the darkness, neither candles, neither torches; neither could
there be fire kindled with their fine and exceedingly dry wood, so that there could not be any light at
all;
And there was not any light seen, neither fire, nor glimmer, neither the sun, nor the moon, nor the
stars, for so great were the mists of darkness which were upon the face of the land.
And it came to pass that it did last for the space of three days that there was no light seen; and there
was great mourning and howling and weeping among all the people continually; yea, great were the
groanings of the people, because of the darkness and the great destruction which had come upon
them.
…
And it came to pass that thus did the three days pass away. And it was in the morning, and the
darkness dispersed from off the face of the land, and the earth did cease to tremble, and the rocks
did cease to rend, and the dreadful groanings did cease, and all the tumultuous noises did pass away.
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The evidence of ancient earthquakes in the Andes is extensive. Andes roads, and many megalithic stone
structures (assumed Nephite) have clear evidence of earthquake and intense heat damage. The many
volcanoes possibly caused darkness in the land as described.

3 Nephi 8:19 says the thunderings, and lightnings, and storm, and tempest, and quakings of the earth lasted
for about the space of three hours. 10:9 says three days passed before the earth ceased to tremble. Compare
this to the most powerful earthquake recorded in modern times, the 1960 Valdiva, Chile earthquake of 9.5
magnitude. It lasted ten minutes. The next greatest one is the 1964 Great Alaskan earthquake. It lasted four
minutes. So when it says the whole face of the land was changed, and that great mountains rose where there
were valleys, and cities were sunk into the ocean or under a mountain these statements are consistent with
three days of massive changes to the earth. The Book of Mormon exposes many false teachings, and it also
exposes entrenched scientific “dogmas” such as uniformitarianism.
Study more: Blogs
RETURN
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#21 LAND OF MANY WATERS: MORMON 6:4
And it came to pass that we did march forth to the land of Cumorah, and we did pitch our
tents around about the hill Cumorah; and it was in a land of many waters, rivers, and
fountains; and here we had hope to gain advantage over the Lamanites.
Such an area is found in northern Ecuador where there are over 237 individual lakes, ponds, springs, rivers,
fountains, waterfalls, and other bodies of water. This area of Andean South America is north of the Bay of
Guayaquil (Mormon’s small or narrow neck of land), and a little south of Quito, and on ancient maps of the
area is called, in ancient Quechua, the “Land of Many Waters.” The Andes model Hill Cumorah close by is
Mt. Imbabura, and is considered the sacred protector of the region by locals.

The hill Cumorah was within the land of Cumorah, which was within the land of many waters; and this area
was large enough for about one million fighting men to gather and do battle. The small hill where Joseph
found the plates in New York, and eventually also called Cumorah, does not fit this description in many ways.
Study more: Blogs
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#22 UNKNOWN ANIMALS: ETHER 9:19
And they also had horses, and asses, and there were elephants and cureloms and cumoms; all
of which were useful unto man, and more especially the elephants and cureloms and cumoms.
Moroni tells us that for the Jaredites the MORE USEFUL animals were the “elephants and cureloms and
cumoms”. More than the oxen, cows, sheep, swine, goats, horses, and asses. The Andes model llama and
alpaca have long been extremely useful, and realistically match being more useful.

Llamas & Alpacas
These Andean camelids are extremely useful to the peoples of the Andes, both anciently and today, providing
meat, wool for clothing, can be ridden, used as pack animals, pets, guard “dogs”, easy to handle, and eat only
about 5-10% of the amount of horses, can go long periods without water, and travel long distances. While
the llama is mostly a beast of burden, the alpaca is groomed for its excellent wool coats which are superior to
sheep’s wool, with each animal producing more than a sheep.
Study more: Video Blogs
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#23 SEA DIVIDES LAND: ETHER 10:20
And they built a great city by the narrow neck of land, by the place where the sea divides the
land.
In the Andes model, the bay of Quayaquil at the narrow neck of land – an extension of the Pacific ocean that
is surrounded on three sides by land-- is a perfect fit for this description.

Study more: Blogs

RETURN

VOYAGE PATH OF LEHI REVEALED IN 1836
At Kirtland, Ohio
“The course that Lehi traveled from the city of Jerusalem to the place where he and his family took ship:
They traveled nearly a south-southeast direction until they came to the nineteenth degree of North latitude.
Then nearly east to the Sea of Arabia;
Then sailed in a southeast direction, and landed on the continent of South America in Chile– thirty degrees
south latitude.”
Sources: Frederick G. Williams Document, The Bernhisel JST Manuscript, Page 135
The above statement, found in two primary early Mormon sources, claims to reveal the path which the family
of Lehi took from Jerusalem to the Americas. Historians remain uncertain of its original author.
The directions it gives in Arabia follow statements of direction in the Book of Mormon itself. The direction
of sailing follows the easiest path from Arabia to the Americas that a ship with sails, driven by the wind, could
take. The landing place at 30 degrees south latitude has the same climate of Jerusalem. And the landing
place also has places for settlement and growing crops, river water, nearby forests with many animals, and in
the area visible ores of gold, silver and copper.
How could the author of this statement have just “guessed” that it would match many important descriptions
of the Land of Promise landing site when so little was known of the area?
The Three Witnesses taught in 1830 that the Lehites landed on the coast of Chile. There is no evidence the
three Witnesses ever taught anything else. (Search for Chili in this website) This landing site was also taught
by other very early Mormons. Should all this early testimony be easily dismissed?
Study more: Video

Blogs
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Other Issues
If you have questions about Book of Mormon geography, you can likely find blogs at nephicode.blogspot.com
that give answers. This blog site by Del Dowdell has continued almost every day since January 2010, and has
dealt with almost every question and issue imaginable concerning Book of Mormon geography in all the
models. The Nephicode YouTube Channel has 12 videos and more on the way: Nephicode Videos
No one is assuming that the work of Del is perfect. But the depth of his research provides a valuable resource
that will give information, sources and ideas that will help anyone researching this matter.
Search for any words or phrase on the Nephicode blog by using the search window in the top left of the page.
It looks like this:
Examples – Sorted by Date
Press “Sort by relevance” for Posts more focused on just the search terms
City of Nephi
Legends of Peru

City of Zarahemla
Sidon River

Cumorah
Viracocha

DNA
Ziff

Elephants

Flood

Horses

Evidence of Written Language
The evidences of written language in Mesoamerica does not support that model for the simple fact that the
Mayan language, writing and characters show no relationship to Hebrew or Egyptian – the languages used by
the Nephites. Furthermore, Mormon made it clear in Mormon 6:6 that any writing of the Nephites that he
did not hide up would be destroyed by the Lamanites – so we should NOT expect to find evidence of written
language in the correct model. Del has discussed this many times.
Here are some blogs on this matter: blogs

Anachronism Claims
Del responds to many claimed Book of Mormon anachronisms in a 25 Post series. Start at this first post in
this series. Then continue to the next post by pressing "Newer Post" at the bottom left of the webpage.

Versions of this PDF in other languages
En español:
In italiano:
Auf Deutsch:
En français:

www.2bc.info/Misc/Evidences2.pdf
www.2bc.info/Misc/Evidences3.pdf
www.2bc.info/Misc/Evidences4.pdf
www.2bc.info/Misc/Evidences5.pdf

RETURN
Do not assume that the points given herein cannot have errors. Double check us, and even do your own research.
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Related Photographs and Videos
"Sebastian Cabot’s 1533 drawing on his "Tabula del gran río" map
with a horse, a jaguar, and a parrot accurately drawn along the
Paraná River" in Brazil.
This map was made after the second Spanish voyage to coasts of
South America and before any colonies were there. And neither
voyage had horses with them.
This is strong evidence that the claims of the South American natives
that they always had horses is correct. And it supports the Book of
Mormon account of horses.
Because of the continual warfare of the Lamanites even after the
final battle at Cumorah, many animals including oxen, cows, sheep,
swine, goats, horses, and asses could have been eaten for food to
extinction, or near extinction.

VIDEO: Overview of evidences of the path that
matches the Book of Mormon text in Arabia – From
Jerusalem to the valley of Lemuel, to Shazar, to
Nahom and to Bountiful where they built the ship.

VIDEO: Book of Mormon’s redundancies are actually
sophisticated literary features which, in many cases, are
similar or identical to literary techniques used by ancient
Hebrew authors. These traits provide remarkable
evidence that the Book of Mormon is indeed a masterful
work of literature. It just follows ancient, rather than
modern literary standards.
Valley of Lemuel at Red Sea. This valley matches
the Book of Mormon account, including distance
from Jerusalem. The “River Laman” in this valley,
comes from an oasis with natural springs and
flows year round. It empties into the Red Sea, but
goes underground a ways before doing so.
More images.

Alter with the name NHM at the location
correlated with the eastward turn of the Lehites.
In the Book this was the burial place of Ishmael,
and the place already had a name: Nahom.
Know more: Link
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The Salalah area of Oman matches the
place called Bountiful: a place of
unexpected lushness after the harsh
desert. More images Video

Aerial view of the Khor-Rori harbor where the
Lehites built their ship under the direction of
Nephi. The sand bar across the entrance was not
there in ancient times. More images

Mount Imbabura in northern Ecuador is the
Andes model accepted “Hill Cumorah” in the
land of many waters where the final battles
of the Jaredites and Nephites took place.
More images.
Mormon hid up the sword and plates of Laban,
the Liahona and other artifacts, and a multitude
of Nephite records on plates, in a cave in the Hill
Cumorah. His son Moroni fled for his life with
the plates that were later hid up for Joseph Smith
to obtain and translate in our day.
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